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The Minister’s statement that a member
should be free to go home after the poll will
not hold water. In the Aet there is pro-
vision for & member and his wife to be on
the roll for the district he represents al-
though he does not live in it. That was
written into the Act becanse he represents
the people in that district and his political
interests are there. While the Minister seeks
to debar a member of Parliament from aet-
ing as a scrutineer, there is nothing to
prevent his opponent from acting as a
scrutinecr for someone else. I do not think
that every member of the Government knew
that the clause was being included in the
Bill nor were they aware of the implica-
tions or injustice of it. They should induce
the Attorney General to withdraw the
clause,

Hon. J. B, SLEEMAN: After what has
been said, I hope the Atforney General will
show commonsénse by withdrawing the
clause.

The Minister for Eduecation: It cannof
be withdrawn.

The Minister for Lands: Why not let it
go to the vote?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The provision
is tantamount to saying that a member of
Parliament eannot be {rusted to aet.

Clause put and negatived,
Clanses 20 to 30, Title—agreed to,

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AQT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Couneil reeceived and
read nofifying that it -insisted upon iis
amendments Nos, 1, 2, 6, 7, 8 and 9 to
which the Assembly had disagreed.

BILL—LAND TAX,

Returned from the Counecil withont

amendment,

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—WHEAT POOL ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2).

Received from the Couneil and read a
first time,

House adjourned at 12.36 a.m,
(Wednesday).

Tegislative Tmmeil.

Wednesday, kst December, 1948.
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QUESTIONS,

STATE SHIPPING SERVICE.
As to Fremantle-Esperance Run.
Hon. G. BENNETTS asked the Chief
Secretary:

{1} Owing to the increased railway
freights to the Esperance and Norseman
districts, will the Government consider re-
turping to the Fremantle-Esperance run the
m.y, “Kybra”?

(2) If not, will he consider placing an-
other ship on this run?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied,—

(1) It is not practicable at this juncture
to divert the m.v. “Kybra” to the South-
West run owing to shortage of goods in the
North-West.

{2) The matter will receive consideration.

FORESTS.

Asg to Officer’s Visit to Fastern States.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Was a Forests Department officer,
named Weston, recently sent to the BEastern
States on departmental business?

(2) If so, to what States; and what parts
of the States did he visit?

(3) What was the object of his visit?

(4) Has a report been made?

(5) If so, eould his report be tabled?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

{1) Yes.

{2) (a) New South Wales, Sydney; (b)
South Australia, Adelaide and northwards to
Alice Springs.

(3) (a) To aitend the 1948 Foresi Pro-
duets Conference in Sydney; (h) to imspect
karri and jarrah sleepers in North-South
Railway between Oodnadatta and Alice
Springs,

{4) Yes re (a) and (b).

(5) Yes.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.
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BILL—COUNTRY TOWNS SEWERAGE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central) [4.36]: I
was hoping that I would have received
some information from the countiry with
reference to the Bill, but unfortunately it
has not come to hand. Although I agree
with the measure in principle, there are
certain aspects of it that may be of doubt-
ful benefit to the rural areas, I think its
introduction is rather premature. As I
have stressed on a number of oceasions in
this Chamber, the first necessity in the
country distriets is water, and until it is
available, we cannot install sewerage sys-
tems.

In my opinion, the eonsideration of the

‘Bill could very well be held over until next

session in order to allow country muni-
cipalities and road boards to compsider its
provisions and probably submit some
worth-while suggestions to put it into bet-
ter shape. To my mind, it is not right
to pass a Bill of this deseription until those
who will be affected by ils provisions have
had time to consider the subject. We rep-
resent the residents of eountry provinees,
and until we obtain their views we are not
in a position adequately to present thei:
ideas upon the matter. I would certninly
like the Bill set aside until next year. I
am not in a position to discuss the Bill at
length, but I shall support the second read-

ing in the hope that information will come
to hand that will enable me to diseuss the

various clauses more effectively during the
Committee stage.

On motion by Hon. C. . Baxter, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Electoral Act Amendment,
2, Road Closure.
3, Reserves.

Received from the Assembly.
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BILL—LOAN, £2,315,000,
First Reading.

Received from the Assembl& and read o
first fime.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) {4.42]
in moving the second reading said: The
purpose of this Bill is to obtain Parlia-
ment’s aunthorily to raise loan money to
carry out the programme of works detailed
in the estimates of expenditure from the
General Loan Fund. The amount for which
anthority is sought in this Bill is £2,315,000,
and although this is less than half the
amount proposed to be spent according to
the Loan Estimates, it will he sufficient,
with the unspent balances authorised to be
raised by previous Loan Acts, to meet our
requirements for this year.

Loan proceeds last year amounted to
£2,645,500, out of which £B8,264 was paid
for flotation expenses, From Commonwealth
loan raisings we received £2,258,000 at an in-
terest rate of 3% per cent. and from domes-
tie raisings, £387,500. Domestic raisings con-
sist of investmenis of trust funds under the
control of the Treasurer and these amounted
to £133,500, pluos our share of the excess
of deposits over withdrawals by the Com-
monwealth Savings Bank, which amounted
to £254,000. TUnder the Savings Bank
Transfer Agreement, we receive loan money
from the Savings Bank at one per eent.
above the highest rate mllowed to deposi-
tors, which for many years hag been two
per eent. Therefore, the money borrowed
from the Savings Bank costs the State three
per cent.

On the 30th June last, the public debt of
the State was £100,274,741, on which we
paid an average rate of interest of £3 ds,
7d. per cent. Redemptions effected during
the year out of sinking fund moneys
amounted to £1,409,575, and there will be
available for further redemptions during
the currenf{ year an amount of £1,200,000,
It is necessary that the Loan Bill be ap-
proved by Parlizment before the Appro-
priation Bill is passed. As members are
aware, the Appropriation Act awthorises
the spending of the loan money and it is
therefore essential that the authority to
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raise the money be approved by Pirliament
before it is asked to authorise the spending
of that money. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Personal Explanation,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: T do not
know whether or not I am right, but I under-
stand that the Estimates have bot been
passed by ancther place.

The Chief Secretary: I am afraid that
I cannot take notice of what happens im
another plaece,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM : It seems
extraordinary to me that another place
should send to this House a Bill to auth-
orise the expenditure of loan money when
the Estimates have not been passed. I
asked for a copy of the Orders of the Day
of another place fo ascertain the position.
Certainly, this Chamber does not deal with
the Estimates,

The Honorary Minister for Agricualture:
Have not the Loan Estimates been passed?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM : The Bill
has been passed by another place, otherwise
we would not have it here. I would like the
opportunity to check up on the position.
We can proceed with the measure at a
later stage of the sitting if I have made a
mistake,

The PRESIDENT: I take it that this is
a personal explanation,

Hon, Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’'s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council, and noti-
fying that at such conference the Assembly
would be represented by three managers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the Assembly’s request for a confer-
ence be agreed to and that the ers for
the Counecil be Hon, E. M. Davies, Hon. C. H.
Simpson and the mowver.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I wish to make this
observation: This House decided to object
ta cortain clauses in the Bill. Both the Chief
Secrctary and Mr. Davies supported the
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Government, while Mr. Simpson opposed it.
Now we are proposing to appoint as man-
agers three members, two of whom do net
represent the views of the House. The
Chairman of Committees may chuckle, but
I am raising the point. Mr. Fraser, a mem-
ber of the Labour Party, on a previous
occasion opposed the Government. I think
the right thing to do is to appoint members
from each of the Parties the majority of
whom represent the views of the House. I
am not going to make any suggestion, but
it seems to me that we have always adopted
the principle of a representative of the
Country Party, one of the Liberal Party
and one of the Labour Party, and on all
sach occasions at least the majority of those
repreésentatives have represented the views
of the House.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 am sorry
Mr. Craig has raised this point. Over a
great number of yeays, when the Labour
Party was in power, as a rule it had only
one or twp members to support its Bills,
and members of the Country Party and
Liberal Party were in a majority in this
House against the Minister. 1 would point
out that each individual manager has the
same power ai a conferenee. The matter
is seeret, and I trust what happens in the
conference room will always be kept seeret.
I repeat that each manager has the same
power ns the others, because the decision
must be unanimous, If members desire a
ballot, there is nothing to prevent that conrse
being followed. As far as T can understand
it, Mr. Craig’s objection is that Mr. Simpson
is included among the managers instead of
a representative of the Country Party,

Hon. L. Craig: No,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member says there should be a representa-
tive of each Party.

Hon, L. Craig: No.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Then I mis-
nnderstood the hon. member, He can call
for a ballot if he so wishes. I sincerely
trust that the procedure adopted over a
number of years will be followed on this
oceasion, and when we have further con-
ferences I hope members will take me into
their confidence and suggest whom they
think should be appointed. I do not just
pick names out of a hat willy-nilly. It is
the time-honoured practice that the mover
is one manager, and there is usually a mem-
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ber of the Labour Party inecluded, Labour
members being asked whom they desire fo
represent them, Perhaps I neglected to ask
the Country Party in this instance whom
it wished to have for its representative.
I took it that Mr. Simpson, as mover of
the principal amendment, should be included
and I included Mr. Davies as representative
of the Labour Pariy,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I call for a ballot
to be taken.

Ballot taken,

The PRESIDENT: As a result of the
ballot, Hon. G. Fraser, Hon. C. H. Simp-
son, and the Chief Secretary have been
appointed managers.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the conference meet in the Chief See-
retary’s room at 9,30 a.m. tomorrow morning.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not know
whether the econference will last a long
time, but I have a particular appointment
to keep at 11 a.un. tomorrow.

The Chief Seecretary: I cannot do any-
thing about it.

Question put and passed and a message
aecordingly returned fo the Assembly.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Bank Holidays Act Amendment.
2, Public Serviee Aet Amendment.
Without amendment,

BILL-—-INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. G, FRASER (West) {510]: I in-
tend to support the second reading. I am
certainly disposed towards the lengthening
of the term of the two members on the
Bench {from three to five years, After
examining the Bill, the only doubt I had
regarding the matier has been dispelled.
At first T theught that to make an appoint-
ment for five years was rather loose. A
person may be appointed for that period
and after a time prove fo be totally unsatis-
factory for the position. I therefore looked
for any loopholes whereby he could be re-
moved irom the Beneh and I found in the
Act ifself all the necessary safeguards there.
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Points such as & member becoming an un-
discharged bankrupt or becoming of un-
sound mind are covered; also, part of See-
_tion 56 reads—

The Governor may remove any member of
the Court from office who—

(c¢) Is proved to be guilty of inciting any
industrinl union or any worker or employer
to commit any breach of an industrial agree-
ment or award; or

(d) Is absent without reasonable cause
from three consecutive sittings of the Court,
Even this did not satisfy me. I thought
there ought to be some other safeguard
there.

The Chief Seeretary: You could not ap-
peint a eommunist.

Hon, G. FRASER: It does not say so in
the Act,

The Chief Seeretary: He would be liable
to be ‘‘sacked.”?

Hon. G. FRASER: Section 57 provides a
further safeguard which reads—

The Governor may also remove from office
the President or any ordinary member on an
address from both Houses of Parliament in
the same session praying for such removal on
the ground of proved misbehaviour or in-
eapacity.

It wasz the latter words I was looking for
when making my seareh. The other rea-
sons would automatieglly ¢ause a man fo be
discharged from the Beneh, but until I dis-
covered that partienlar section in the Act
I was not satisfied. It says that a man
could be removed on the ground of proved
misbeh&viour or ineapacity; so, if a man on
the Bench is not doing his job, the way is
open under that section for both Houses
of Parliament to dispense with his serviees,
The appointment of a coneiliation commis-
sioner is one in which I believe, because if
we had more conciliation and less arbitra-
tion we would probably find our indusirial
concerns would get along mueh better. I
am a great believer in arbitration bui I
think eoneciliation is a much better way of
ironing onut many of the dispuies that occur.

One of the complaints of induostrial
‘unions in years gone by wag the length of
time it took to get before the ¢ourt. By
appointing a conciliation c¢ommissioner,
much delay will be obviated. Apart from
obviating the delay in getting to the court,
the appointment of a conciliation commis-
sioner shonld permit of the ironing out of
many difficulties so that only major dif-
ferences between the parties may need to
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be referred to the President for decision.
Therefore I consider the proposal to appoint
a conciliation commissioner a wise one. I
approve of his retaining office until he
reaches the retiring age of 65. This will
put the conciliation eommissioner on a par
with the Presideni of a court, except that
the retiring age for the President is 70
years. However, the conciliation commis-
sioner will retire at 65—the age of retire-
ment applying to the Public Service.

The rest of the Bill deals with the ap-
pointment of an assistant registrar. I he-
lieve that the additional work that has de-
veloped in the court necessitates the em-
ployment of this official. I can see nothing
wrong with the Bill; in fact, I ean see quite
a lot that is right with it. This seems to be
one of those rare and happy oceasions when
employers and employees have got together
to some effect, and I have no doubt that the
Bill will receive a rapid passage through
this House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second tip\e.

In Committee, etc,

Bill passed throughk Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
ther report adopted.

Bill read a third time and passed.

BILL—COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 25th November.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.20]: I desire to indieate my
approval of the Bill and will vote for the
second reading. T congratulate Mr. Watson
on his endeavours to improve a statute that
is in need of improvement. Members will
recall that the Act was passed some five
years ago. During the progress of the
measure through this Chamber—I think it
took two sessions to deal with it—a number
of amendments were sought, but we failed
to secure some of them, During the inter-
vening years, efforts were made to induce the
then Government to bring down eertain
amendments, but we were always given the
same reply, namely, that the framer of the
Bill, who is now a Justice of the Supreme
Court, had advised that the Aect be given
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a year's operation before any atfempt was
made to amend it. There was a certain
amount of sound commonsense in that
advice.

The Aet was proclaimed at the beginning
of this year. Eleven months have passed
and those of us who have been assoeciated

with the administration of companies,
whether publie, proprietary or private,
have realised some of the imperfee-

tions of this legislation, We have passed
through the balancing period, which with
most companies is June, and this has re-
vealed some of the real diffieulties. The Bill
represents a gennine effort to straighten
out some of the diffienlties and solve some
of the problems,

I wish to make reference to two or three
of the clauses. With most of them I agree,
butb the wisdom of one seems rather question-
able. Clause 5 seeks to alter the composi-
tion of a proprietary company by increas-
ing the membership, which iz now limited
by the Aect to 21. I consider it desirable to
inecrease the number who may be members of
a private company. This will partly achieve
some uniformity with the Eastern States
and will allow ecompanies a greater freedom
in the transfer of shares.

Many companies, particularly the older
oncs, have fonnd that a membership of 21
gradually expands, due frequently to the
passing of some of the older sharcholders.
In such a case, the shareholder may bequeath
his shares to two or three beneficiaries and
so the membership is antomatically increased
and the company reaches a point where it
no longer lives within the provisions of the
Aect and so ceases to be a proprietary com-
pany. The increase of members from 21
to 50 appeals to me as being a very desir-
able feature of the Bill and I hope the
House will approve of it.

Clanse 9 provides for the deletion of the
word “advertisements,” which will relieve
companies of a distinet disadvantage be-
canse many companies today are offending
against the Act by using illuminated signs
bearing mames that are not their registered
titles. Tt would be extremely difficult for
a eompany like Foy & Gibson (W.A.) Iitd.
to have a neon sign containing all that. T
am sure that this and other companies simi-
larly situated have no desire to evade the
provisions of the Act, and it is desirable
that the statnte should be amended to make
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it more workable. So long as the registered
name of the company appears on offictal
documents and letterheads, it should meet
all requirements so far as the public is con-
cerned. i

The point I wish to raise with Mr. Wat-
son is dealt with in Clause 11, He is seek-
ing to alter the date for submitting the
anonal return from the 31st March to the
30th June, I think most companies will
agree that the period around the 30th June
is the busiest of the year, that is, from an
administrative point of view. The secre-
tary, the elerical staff and the auditors are
snowed under with an immense amount of
work preparing annual returns, statistieal
retarns, balance sheets and taxation returns,
and to alter the date for this return from
the 31st March to the 30th June appears
to me to be 2 mistake. If it were left at
the 31st March, which represents a com-
paratively slack period in aunditors’ offices
and administration branches of companies,
it would be more desirable. I should like
to hear Mr. Watson’s reason for suggesting
the alteration.

Clause 13 provides for a progressive step,
namely, the use of loose-leaf stationery. I
commend him for having made that pro-
posal. By Clause 15 he desires to insert
after the word “services,” the words ‘‘as
directors,” whieh will be a decided im-
provement because it will clarify the posi-
tion of directors. I consider that the Bill,
regarded as a whole, will make for better
working in the offices of companmies and
auditors, but I hope that he will reply to
the point I have raised regarding Claunse 11.
I commend the hon, member for having in-
troduced the Bill and hope it will meet with
the approval of the House.

HON. @& FRASER (West) [5.28]: I sup-
port the second reading, but there are some
points on which I should like.Mr, Watson
to give further information in the Com-
mittee stage. I recall the time when the
honorary Royal Commission was sitting to
consider this legislation and one of the
things the Commission was concerned sbout
wag that there should be no hiding on the
part of firms behind other names. The idea
was that they must disclose their real
identity,

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: That is dealt with
in a different Act,
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Hon. G. FRASER: 1 believe there is
another Aect dealing with if, but this pro-
vision appears in the Companies Act. How-
ever, the Royal Commission paid a consider-
able amount of attention to that phase.
Therefore I hope that there is no proposal
in the Bill, which I have not yet been able
to examine thoroughly, to give companies
that opportunity. Possibly the provision
is more desirable now than it was when the
Commission sat, in view of the big influx
of people from other lands, some of whom
might wish as far as possible to hide their
identity,

I hope there is no loophole here so that
a company can shelter behind some name
other than its own. I realise the example
given by the hon. member is a good one,
namely Peters American Delicacy Com-
pany, but we do not want a firm using a
pame to hide its real idenfity. The only
other point T am vitally concerned about is
the suggestion to alter the date for the
supplying of balance sheets from three
months to six months, I admit three months
may be a little short, but at the same time
I think six months is too long. 1 hepe that
in Committee we will sinike a happy
mediom. I support the second reading.

HOK. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[5.31]: The present Companies Act has
begn in operation barely 12 months, and I
think it has gone a long way towards im-
proving our eompany law and safeguarding
the poblie, Tt is so vast that in the 12
months very few lawyers, accouniants or
company directors have yet arrived at a
proper and ecomplete understanding of it.
In my lezel practice I deal very little in
company law, so I do not presume to be an
authority on that aspeet of our legal system,
but T do know that the lawyers in Perth
have experienced many diffenliies, and that
there have been misunderstandings and mis-
apprehensions’ regarding the measnre,

I have looked at the proposed amend-
ments in the Bill, and I commend them to
the House. My view is, with the graatest
respeet to- Mr., Watson, that it would be
advisable to let the Government make a
comprehensive review of this piece of leg-
islation. Anyone, to get & proper under-
standing of it, would have to study it for
12 months and then have plenty of oppor-
tunities of applying his knowledge. I have

[COUNCTL.)

beard many complaints about the Aet, I
understand that even officials in the Com-
panies Oilice have bardly known where they
stood on occasions.

The Bill goes only a small way. I hope
that next year the Government will make au
adequate review of the Aet, I believe it
needs trimming and stream-lining. It would
be well worth while for the Government to
appoint some competent tribunal to go into
the matter and so improve the measure,
which, I understand is really a good one
and puts our company law on a better basis
that it has ever been previously. I have
had hrought under my notice, in a letter
from a firm of solicitors, some shorteomings
in respect to our company law. This firm
suggested & few amendments, but I eannot
work them into the Bill, sp T shall pass
them on to the Government; and I hope
that next year a comprebensive measure will
be introdueed,

Question put and passed,
Bill rend a second time.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Cbair; Hon.
H. K. Watson in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to,

Clanse 3—Amendment of Seetion 5:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: On the second
reading, I indicated that this was really
a pro forma clause to permit me or the
Government to bring down a comprehen-
sive amendment to clear up the position as
to whether banks and life insuranee com-
panies are or are not covered by the meas-
ure. L regret that time has not allowed me
to give the matter the eonsideration which
is necessary. No good purpose will, there-
fore, be served by passing the clause as it
stands. I invite the Comwmittee to vote
against it.

Clause put and negatived.

Clauses 4 to 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—Amendment of Section 101:

Hon, H. K. WATSON: The amendment
contained in this clause would not in any
way bring abont the disability that Mr,
Fraser thought might be caused. Under the
Act a company must have a name which
has to be registered at the court, together
with the names of its directors and share-
holders. I think Mr. Fraser really had io
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mind firms or partnerships other than ¢om-
panies. I might say that they are likewise
covered under the Business Names Ael.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Amendment of Section 112:

Hon, H. K. WATSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 2 to 4 the words ‘“by substid
tuting for the words ‘thirty-first day of
March' in lines two and three of Subsection
(1) the words ‘thirtieth day of June’’’ be

strueck out and the following words inserted
in lien:-—

‘“(a) By substituting for the words
‘thirty-first day of March’ in line six of
Subsection (1) the words ‘ihirtieth day of
June’;

‘“(b) by substituting for the words ‘date
of’ in line thirteen of Subsection (1) the
words ‘thirticth day of June preceding’;

‘“(¢) by substituting for the words
‘twenty-ona' wherever appearing in Sub-
section (3) the word ‘fifty’ '7,

A mistake in drafting occurred here. The
object of the Bill is not that the return
shall be lodged on the 30th June of each
vear, but that the list of shareholders sub-
mitted shall be the list as at ‘the 30th
June, which in 99 cases out of 100 wounld
probably be the list of shareholders at the
date the balance sheet was lodged.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 12—Amendment of Section 121:

Hon. G. FRASER: This is a very short
clause, an@ I ask Mr. Watson what the
amendment contained in it means.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Section 121
provides, inter alia, that when a com-
pany carries a special resolution, copies
of that resolution shall be attached to every
copy of its memorandum and articles of as-
soeiation which it may thereafter issue.
This applies with respeet to any special
resolution which either increases the capi-
tal of the company or alters the memoran-
dum or articles of asseciation. There is no
good reason for cluttering up the memoran-
«dnm and articles of association with special
resolutions, particularly those which have
no relation to the articles or memorandum.

Clanse pat and passed.
Clause 13—New Section 124A:

Hon. L. CRAIG: T am not too happy
sbout this clanse and about the keeping of
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minute books and records. The Act pro-
vides that minute books and registers of
members must be kept in bound books. I
do not know whether it states that their
contents shall be written in or not, or by
what other means that shall be done, but,
by this amendment, the minute book and
share register may be kept in any way as
long as they are looked after. I think the
claase is a little loose. With decent public
companies it would be all right, bat T am
not too satisfied about the position of other
companies. The eclause states that “ade-
quate precautions shall be taken” Does
that mean Jocking the books up in a safe,
or haunding them to the secretary, or the
adoption of some other means? It would be
difficult to establish what the words “ade-
quate precautions” really mean.

The keeping a minute book is most im-
portant, and I consider the loose leaf sys-
tem for such a book is most dangerous.
Directors who have done something they
should not have done can remove any men-
tion of their aetions by taking out a loose
leaf page from the minute book and adding
another in its place. If a bound volume
is kept and any alterations are to be made,
they would have to be scored throngh with
a pen and could then be initialed by direc-
tors to say that a mistake had been made;
but it would at least be in the book and be
available at all times. As far as the share
register is concerned, I agree that in these
days, where companies have 5,000 or 6,000
shareholders, it is difficult to have them
registered in a bound book. T would like
some further information from Mr. Watson
on this clause.

.Hon. H. K. WATSON: The clause is
primarily designed to facilitate the keep-
ing of a loose leaf share register. As Mr.
Craig has stated, many companies have
1,000, 2,000 or 3,000 sharcholders and, by
the provisions of the Aect, it is necessary to
submit the names of shareholders in alpha-
betical order. The only logical and sens-
ible method of doing it is by a loose leaf
system or by a card index system. That
principle is recognised to a certain extent
in Section 35A of the Interpretation Act.

I am not particularly wedded to the idea
that the minunte book should be on a loose
leaf system. but I do think the share regis-
ter and similar books could be kept in that
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manner. This question was extensively dis-
cussed last year in the United Kingdom,
and, after investigations, it was recom-
mended that approval be granted for the
keeping of loose leaf registers and minute
books. The clause is & replica of Seetion
119 of the Aect passed last year in the
United Kingdom,

Hon. G. FRASER: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 of Subsection (1) of pro-
posed new RBection 124A, the words ¢Tmin-
ute book’’ be struck out.

Like Mr. Craig, I am not too happy about
the inclusion of the words in this ¢lause.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I have no ob-
jection to that amendment.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T am glad Mr. Watson
has adopted that sttitnde. In any of the
companies with which I am concerned, a
loose lesf minute book would not be ap-
proved. One of the methods for the keep-
ing of a minute book is to have the minutes
typed, and then pasted on a sheet in a
bound book, The chairman, when signing
the minntes, connects the pasted sheet with
the original by initialing over the edge.
which means that the initials are on the
original foundation sheet of the bound hook
and also on the sheet pasted in.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That does not always
stop them.

Hon. I.. CRAIG: It is a safeguard, and
it would be necessary to mutilate the book
to got the page out. However, it is much
safer than a loose leaf system.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. G. FRASER:

ment—

That in line 1 of Subsetion (2) of pro-
posed new Section 124A, the words ‘‘minute
boock’! be struck out.

This amendment is consequential.

I move an amend-

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
a8 amended, agreed to.
Clavse 14—Amendment of Seetion 126:

Hon. H. K, WATSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 2 after the word ‘‘amended’’,
the brackets and letter *f(a)’’ be inserted.
The amendments I have to the clause are
consequential. Dealing with the point
raised by Mr. Fraser regarding the period
of time for holding annual meetings, he
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acknowledged that three months might be
too short but that six months might be too
long. In practice the desire of all share-
holders is that the annual meeting shall be
held as soon as possible after the closing
of accounts. The period of six months will
be the maximum and ordinarily the annual
meetings will he held within about four
months.

Hon. G. FRASER: Very often the maxi-
mum tends to become the minimum; but as
six months would bring the date approxi-
mately to the 31st December, we can take it
for granted that the sunual meeting will be
held earlier than that.

Amendment put and passed.

On motions by Hon. H. K, Watson, clause
farther amended by adding the following
paragraphs:—

€4 (b) by substituting for the word ¢per-
iods’ in line seventeen of Subsection (1) the
word "peried”’;

(¢) by deleting the words ‘threc and' in
line seventeen of Subsection (1).'’

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 15 to 17—agreed to.

Clause 18—Amendment of Seection 151:

Hon. G. FRASER: I would like Mr.
Watson to give an explanation of this pro-
vision.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: Table A of the
Companies Act provides that directors are
empowered to appoint a managing director
and to fix his remuneration, which ex-
presses the universal practice under all
Companies Acts, which uniformly embody
a gimilar Table A, and articles of associa-
tion. The section, however, bears the con-
struetion that the salary to be paid to a
managing director must be fixed by a
general meeting of shareholders, Further-
movre, if one of the directors was a profes-
sional man and in that eapacity undertook
work on behalf of the company, his remun-
eration for those professional services
would have to be fixed by the shareholders
at a general meeting. No such provision is
to be found in any other Companies Aet ’
throughout the world, and the amendment
I propose seeks to bring our Act into line
with other measures.

Hon. G. FRASER: I desired some ex-
planation on the peint because the Royal
Commission inserted this parficular provi-
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sion in the Aect on the ground that share-
holders were entitled to information as to
what payments were being made. With the
omission of this provision, there will be no
necessity to report to the shareholders
at all.

Hon. H. K. WATSON: That is not so.
The interests of shareholders are protected
under Sections 152 and 153, and that covers
the point raised by Mr. Fraser. The clause
merely obviates the necessity for share.
holders’ meetings hbeing ecalled to deter-
mine what salaries shall be paid.

Hon. 8Sir CHARLES LATHAM: The
alteration of the Aect is necessary in this
respect, because there is a decided confiict
between Section 151 and the articles of
association, which also constitute-a part of
the Aet. I drew attention to this matter
last year when the Companies Bill was
before the Committee.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 19 to 22—agreed to.

Clause 23—Amendment of Section 402:

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I have on the
notice paper an amendment to Section 137
which deals with this matter more appro-
priately than the proposed new subsection
T have included in Claunse 23. T therefore
invite the Committee to delete the elause.

Clause put and negatived.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 pam.

Clause 24—Amendment of  Sixth
Schedule:

 Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move an
amendment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (¢) the word
““last’’ be struck out and the word *‘second’’
inserted in lien.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to,

New eclause:

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
move—

That a new clause be inserted as follows:—
7, Seetion 59 of the prineipal Aet is
amended by adding after the word ‘ecompany’

in line § of Subsection (1) a proviso as

follows: —

Provided that this subsection shall not apply
to & co-operative company registered under the
repealed Acts or under Part VI of this Aet.”’

There are, throughout the agriculfural dis-
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tricts, many small co-operative companies
the directors of which give their serviees
free to the sharcholders, I have ohtained
advice from a legal firm on the mater. 1t
is as follows:—

The words wsed are all-embracing to such
an extent that it is clearly intended that this
subsection would not be restricted in its opera-
tion to share capital and debenturesa and to
commisgions and discounts. The section uses
the words ‘‘in any ecircumstances or for any
purpese, whether dircetly or indirectly, any
finaneial assistance to any director.’’ I think
that were it intended that this subsection
should only apply to the provision of firance
to o director for the purpose of nssisting in
the purchase or in comnection with any deal-
ing in the shares of the company the subse-
quent provisions of the section render it quite
redundant.

Subsection (2), whilst preventing generally

the giving of financial assistance by a com-
pany to any person for the purpose of purchas-
ing or dealing in shares expressly provides that
this subsection shall not prohibit the lending
of money in the ordinary eourse of business to
a person not being a director of the company
or the provision of money for the purchase of
shares by trustees for employees not being
directors of the company or the making of
loana to persons other than directora in the
employment of the company for the purpose of
enabling them to purchase shares in the com-
pany.
The provision is unusnal; it does nof appear
in the Companies Aeis of the United King-
dom, New South Wales, Victoria, Sounth
Australia, Queensland and New Zealand.
The legal firm quotes authorities. They say
that if any eredit at all is given to a direc-
tor, the company becomes liable under that
part of the Aet,

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I am not quite
clear why it is desired to insert this proviso,
having regard to the provisions of Subsee-
tion (5) of Section 147. With respect,
I doubt whether Section 59 does pro-
hibit the supplying of goods on eredit
o a director in the ordinary course of busi-
ness. I have no serious objection to the
amendment, but is it really necessary?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I
assure the Committee that the legal firm
whose opinion I obtained is a reputable

- one, The present proviston is not clear, and

for that reason the ¢o-operative companies
are very disturbed. Their desire is to pro-
tect the persons who give their services
free, and I was asked to move this amend-
ment so as to make their position perfectly
clear,

New eclanse put and passed.

-
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New clapse:
Hon. H. K. WATSON: I move—

That a new clause be inserted as follows:—
**16. Section one hundred and thirty-seven of
the principal Aet is amended by adding at
the end thereof a mubsection as follows:—

(8) A partnership registered under the
Business Names Act, 1042, may be ap-
pointed sauditors in the business name so
rogistered, provided every partner residemt
in Australia is duily registered as an audi-
tor under this Act.'’

New clause put and passed,
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS
ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Assembly without

amendment.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Request for Conference,

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ments insisted on by the Council, and noti-
fving that at sach conference the Assembly
would be represented by three managers.

The HONQRARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move—

That the Assembly s request for a conference
be agreed to, and that the managers for the
Council be Hon. J. G. Hislop, Hon. E. H. Gray
uand the mover.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: T ask that a bsllot
be taken. We are in an unfortunate position,
in that when the Labour Government was in
power this House always had a Labour Min-
ister at conferences. We are now in the un-
happy position where representatives of
the party that forms the Opposition in an-
other place are supporting the Government
in this House. With the Minister and one
of those members at the conference it leaves
only one representative to support the con-
sidered opinion of this Hounse. T think the
appointing of tho managers should be sub-
Jject to ballot so that the House might decide
for itself what representation it wants.

Ballet taken.

The PRESIDEXNT: Ag a result of the
hallot, it is found that two members have
rerorded equal votes, In accordance with
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Standing Order No. 332, it was necessary
for me to determine by lot who would be
the member not included. The managers
for the Council are Hon. E, H. Gray, Hon.
H. Hearn and Hon. G. B. Wood.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I move—

That the conference be held at 9 a.m, to-
morrow in the President’s room.

Question put and passed.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.
Reeeived from the Assembly and read =z

first time.
L4

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
{No. 2).

Second Reading.
Dehate pesumed from the previous day.

HON. J. ML A. CUNNINGHAM (South)
[8.3]: T sceured the adjournment of this
debate in the hope that I would be able
to obtain some information as to the Govern-
ment’s intention with regard to the estab-
lishment of further institutions or elinies
for the treatment of tuberenlar patients.
TUnfortunately I was not able to obtain such
information, There appears to be no in-
tention on the Government’s part to open
up or establish any further elinies to treat
T.B. suffercrs. [ have therefore great re-
luctance in granting authority to anybody to
restrict the liberty of persons whether they
be a danger to the community or for any
other reason. At present, there is only one
place where T.B. patients ean be sent.

As a representative of the Goldfields I
say definitely and emphatically that Woora-
loo is not, and never will be, a suitable and
satisfactory place to send anybody with any
type of chest ecomplaint, especially if they
have lived the greuter portion of their lives
un the Goldfivlds. 1 maintain that the Gold-
fields climate is probably one of the most
perfeet in Australia for a person suffering
from chest oy T.B. troubles. Many attempts

. have been made to have one or more groups

of people support or start some sort of
clinic on the Goldfields. 1 do not mean the
Fastern Goldfields onlv but on other fields
also. However, we have not had any
sueeess vet. Invariably, if a man requires
treatment for T.B. he has to come down to
Woorcloo. This is virtually signing that
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man's death worrant. { am not saying that
on hearsay because I have very good reason
for holding fhat belief.

Hon, G. Bennetts: Esperance would make
a good place for the treatment of «T.B.
peatients,

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Esper-
ance would be too damp. The Goldfields
climate is the idesl one and it is the place
where a clinic for T.B. sufferers should be
established. There are three types of re-
calcitrant patients which the Minister wishes
to be controlled in some way. There is the
moral and mentally defective patient who
will not, for that reason, undergo treatment.
There is the eriminal type with some sadistic
tendeney who probably even takes a delight
in the danger he causes to the community.
Then there is simply the cureless person who
will not enter an institution to eosure the
safety of other people. I agree that these
people should be under some form of con-
trol but net that type of control; it should
not be such as would compel them to come
down to the climatic conditions existing at
Wooroloo.

T have in mind a specific case of a young
man named Dudley Peak. He is & man who
has worked for many years in the mining
areas and for ten years has been a qualified
geologist and an expert in his own game.
When the war broke out he enlisted in the
R.A.AF., Up to this time he had heen
examined time ang again by the Government
Laboratory at Kalgoorlie and had obtained
a clear ticket with no trouble whatever.
After examination by the R.A.AF. it was
found that he had a sear at the top right
labe of his lung. This man was well aware
of thet scar which bhad resulted from an
attack of pneumonia he had contracted 20
vears earlier. An x-ray plate in his pos-
session showed the scar, and he knew it was
on his lung.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: How then did
he get into the R.A.AF.9

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: I em
coming to that. A fortnight after his enhst-
ment the H.A.ATF, said that he was not
satisfactory according to their standards and
that they were doobtful about his lung.
Immediately he went back to the Goldfields
he had to obtain a ticket and on reporting
to the laboratory it was found that the
nedical officer had the R.A.AF. report mn
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his possession. Dr. Quthred of the Com-
monwealth Laboratory, in eonjunction with
his colleagues, inspected this man's lungs
again and on the result shown in their
plates, together with the R.A.AF. report,
they said they could not give him a ticket.

This all happened within a fortnight.
Sinee then, this man has had various in-
spections by the same laboratory and he has
never been able to get any satisfaction.
The only information he has received is that
his complaint is becoming worse. But zp-
parently this is not true. This man has ac-
cepted the ruling of Dr, Outhred but he
says that the only suspicion they had at the
Government Laboratory was the scar on his
lung. From fime to time, this man has been
examined by the doetor and at one time
he was sent to Perth. He arrived in Perth on
the date he was supposed to report at the
Royal Perth Hospital and he was there told
that they knew nothing about him. He was
informed that if he came back on the first
of the month, which was three days later,
they would find a place for him. That man
landed in Perth with his pyjamas under his
arm expeeting to go into hospital and with
about 10s. in his pocket.

He could not afford to stey in Perth so
he went to the Mines Department and ob-
teined a rail ticket to take him back to
Coolgardie. He is prepared to undergo
treatment if he can get some outside corro-
boration of Dr. Outhred’s diagnosis. Mean-
while he cannot be compelled to go to
Wooroloo. He is working hard on the rail-
ways and filling in his spare time on other
jobs in order to make sufficient wages to
maintain his wife and two children. Under
this Bill that man will be classed as a re-
calcitrant patient, either morally, crimin-
ally or in some other way, and may be
brought under control.

The Chief Secretary: Read the Bill

Hon, J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: If he
fails to do what he is told he may be sent
to some institution whether he likes if or
not. It would be a better plan if the Gov-
ernment were to assist bodies that were
interested in the establishment of suitable
elinics either in Coolgardie or Kalgoorlie.
Small clinies of that deseription would ob-
tain support from everyome rather than
that the Wooroloo institution should be
supported in its State-wide appeal. Many
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people have established their homes on the
Goldfields and lived in them for many years.
A man up there may have gradually be-
come ill and grown worse with his trouble,
and under this Bill his home is likely to
be broken wup.

It may be said that it is better for a
few people to suffer in that way than that
they should be a continual danger to
hundreds of others with whom they may be
brought into contact. On the other hang,
why should a man have to travel several
hundreds of miles away from his home when
his wife is in a position to care for him
in their own home? She cannot accom-
pany him because she will be unable to
obtain any accommodation near the hospital
to which he would be sent, She cannot keep
her family herself and naturally wants to
be with her hushand. 'What better care
could a man have than heing looked after
by his wife in a fairly comfortable cabin
on the Goldfields and in the Goldfields cli-
mate or in some small elini¢c such as could

have been established in a buildiog that -

was recently pulled down? 1T regret to say
it was our own municipal eouncil that bought
the building in question. Thiz was onee
an R.A.AF. hospital and was ideal for the
purposes of a eclinie. The ground around
it was perfect for gardening. The building
was sold for a minute portion of its actual
worth and was pulled down in order that the
material might be put into private homes.

I suggest that if the Government wants the
compleie support of members, particularly
thoge from the areas where the people are
most eoncerned about this piece of legisla-
tion, it should let them know what it intends
to do in futnre, There are organisations on
the Goldfields that would jump at the chance
of ingugurating some form of elinie suitable
for turned-down miners, who constitute a
large proportion of the T.B. patients that
go to Wooroloo,

There is a huge ward at Kalgoorlie, which
has been closed down for many months
owing to the shortage of staff and T gee
nothing to prevent thai ward being turned
into a T.B. clinie. Many of these sufferers
need only a very small amount of actual
medical care. In some cases it might he
a matter of receiving injections or taking
medicine, and a few visits to the doctor
would be sufficient to enable him to check
up on their condition. Such oversight of
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their condition and regular eare ab the clinie
wonld ensure such men many more years of
life than if they were sent to an institution
like Wooroloo,

I do not wish it to be thought that I am
opposing the measure, I am not, but I feel
that it does not go far enough in the direc-
tion of giving a guarantee to those of us
who are deeply concerned abont the people
in our own areas—the people who rormally
contribute the greater proportion of the
cases that need to be sent to Wooroloo. I
want the Government to consider announe-
ing some desirable scheme while there are
organisations on the (oldfields prepared to
work fo that end. T support the second
reading.

HON. (. TFRASER (West) [817]:
Usually I adopt the attitude of supporting
the second reading of a Bill becauss, no
matter how bad & measure may be, it usually
eontains some good points. Consequently,
the bad points can be dealt with in Commit-
tee and ecfforls can then be made te put
them right, So I say my general attitude
is to smpport the second reading. On this
oceasion, however, I find the Bill so bad
that I cannot vote for the second read-
ing. I have examined the measure very
thoronghly and I cannot see any way of
amending it in Committee,

T appeal to members to give very sericus
consideration to the contents of the Bill. I
ask them not to regard it as an ordinary
measure, but to examine it even more eritie-
ally than they do most measures. Under
this measure we propose to deal with the
liberty of the people, and those who will be
affected are the most unforfunate section
of the eommunity—those who are sick. As
it is, sufferers from this disease are con-
demned fo & living death, and, if the Bil
be passed, they will be condemned to a liv-
ing hell.

To sum up the Bill, we find that if a per-
sun is suspected of suffering from T.B,,
there is power to order him into an institu-
tion for treatment. T would be prepared
to give the Health Department considerable
assistanes in order to combat the disease,
but this Bill appeals to me as going the
wrong way about the business, I would go
so far as to support a proposal for com-
pulsory x-ray examination, but T would not
go so far as to permit the ordering of a
patieut to enter an institution.
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Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: It is done already
in the case of many other diseases.

Hon. G. FRASER: Quite so, in the case
of a number of infectious diseases. T.B.,
however, is a contagious disease, and there
is ¢uite a difference between the two. If
T.B. were an infections disease, we would
not permit visitors to see patients in the
institutions, However, though we know it
is a contagions disease, we also kmow that
there is not the risk of eontracting the
disease that there is of contracting an infec-
tions disease.

‘We must realise that a person suffering
from T.B. bas & very small chance of re-
covery, We cannot shut our eyes to that
fact. I do not think that even Dr, Hislop
would claim that many of the sufferers
from T.B. e¢an be cured. True, the disease
can be arrested, but very few sufferers can
be cured. Therefore we ought to give

serious consideration to any legislation we

are asked to pass desling with these people.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: What would you
do with the man suffering from the dis-
ease who goes around drinking or drug-
ging?

Hon. G. FRASER: I would he prepared
to have such a person subjected to & pen-
alty.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: You could not do
that if you do not pass the second reading.

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes, a man who
consumes intoxicating lignor to excess can
be dealt with under the existing laws.

The Chief Secretary: No, such & man
has to be drunk before he ean be dealt with.

Hon. G. FRASER: If a person consumes
alcohol to excess, what else can he be hut
drunk?

The Chief Seeretary: That is not right.

Hon. G. FRASER: T would readily sup-
port a proposal to provide some penalty m
such a ease, but I would not approve of
banishing sneh an individual to an institn-
tion. Yet that is what we are asked to do
under this measure. Tt is impossible to
amend the Bill satisfactorily; we are driven
to the alternative of accepting or rejecting
it. Under the measure, it is proposed that,
if a person iz unfortunate enough to he
suffering from T.B., provided certain things
oceur, he shall be put in prison.
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The Chief Secretary: Where do you find
that in the Bill%

Hon. G. FRASER: The Minister ought
to know. If he will read paragraph (g)
of proposed new Section 268G, he will find
that a man can be put into a hospital in
prison. That being so, one might as well
be in the other part of the prison, because
one wonld enjoy no more liberty in the hos-
pital section. The Bill goes so far as to
propose that an unfortunate sufferer from
T.B. may be banished to an institution and
there he must stay. If he wants to get out,
be may be put in prison,

The Chief Secretary: You are referring
to the provision for making regulationms.

Hon. G. FRASER: What is the differ-
ence?

Hon. E. M. Heenan: What about the
poor unfortunate remainder of the com-
munity 9

Hon, 3. FRASER: If Mr. Heenan will
study the question thoroughly, I think he
will agree with me that the person most
likely to spread the disease is not one who
knows that he is afflieted but the one who is
not aware that he has been attacked. Those
people are a greater menace to the com-
munity than are people who are aware that
they have the disease. 1 have known a large
nuamber of people who were suffering from
T.B. and my experience is that the person
who knows he has it will do all in his power
to keep himself in as good a state of health
as possible and take all necessary pre-
cautions. Admittedly, there may be some
who will not do so, but I am speaking of
the generality of people. There is a large
number of people walking about today who
are suffering from T.B. and who do not
know that they have it. That is why I say
I would be prepared to support s proposal
for eompulsory x-ray examination. But T
would not support compulsion such as is
proposed in the Bill. I do noi suppose
the Government is going to suspect every
person in the community of having the
disease.

I have known of cases where patients
have undergone an operation and have
thereafter suffered a living death. A man
suffering from T.B. went to Wooroloo, had
the lung collapsed and remained for approxi-
mately 12 months. While he was in the
tnstitution, he saw certain treatment given



2883

to other patients. After being out for six
or 12 months, he re-entered Wooroloo,
From there he was f{ransferred to the
Edward Millen Home, being an ex-Service-
man. On arrival there the doctor said he
was going to subject him to another type
of treatment{. I have forgotten the name
of it, but it involved the removal of a rib.

The man had seen that treatment given
to ten patients at Wooreloo and not one of
them was alive at the time the doctor sug-
gested that he should undergo similar treat-
ment. The man said, “You are not guing
to give me ihat treatment” The dortor
tried to insist, but the man said he was
leaving and, picking up bis bag, he walked
ont. Had this measure been in operation,
he could not have walked out., This hap-
pened three years ago and that manp is still
alive. Admittedly he is still a T.B. patient,
but he has enjoyed three years of life,
whereas, had this measure been in opera-
tion, he could not have left the huspital.
Therefore I say I am not prepared to
concede such powers as those contained in
the Bill.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There might be only
one sueh case in a thousand.

Hon. G. FRASER: Or there might bhe
many. Most patients have relatives who
would be prepared to look after them.
What about all the patients who have been
in Wooroloo, have received all possible
treatment and cannot be cured? Are they
going to be kept in hospital until they die?
Is it not much better for people to know
when they have the disease so that they
may adopi all possible precautions and he
cared for by their own people in their own
homes? The Bill, however, does not pro-
vide that they may stay in their own homas,
I warn members that once they pass this
Bill, the power will exist to keep these
patients in institutions.

The Chief Secretary: Only under rertain
conditions.

Hon. . FRASER: If they are suffering
from communicable T.B,

The Chief Secretary: Yes, and what else?

Hon. G. FRASER: Well, what?

The Chief Secretary: Do pot conduet
themselves so as to preclude infeetion hy
them cf other persons.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, G. FRASER: But it would be pos
sible to order them into an institution fo
the freatment,

The Chief Seeretary: No.

Hon, (. FRASER: The Bill says so, ané
it does not provide that a patient ma)
object to any partieular type of treatment
I repeat that I know how dangerous thi
disease iz and that I am prepared to dc
many things to help the department t«
combat the disease, but I am not prepare(
to give the powers set out in the Bill
Therefore I hope the measure will be de
feated.

THE CHIEF RECRETARY (Hon H
8. W. Parker—2Xeiropelitan-Suburban—ir
reply} [8.29]: I am rather surprised al
some of the arguments that have beer
advanced against the measure. The objec
of the Bill is to make a big step forwars
towards wiping out this dread disease. Mr
Cunningham quoted the case of a man whe
obviously was not suffering from communi
cable T.B. Query: Has he got T.B.i
Apparently some say he has and som
say be has not. Mr. Cunningham does

not like the Bill because there is nc
hospital or sanitorium on ihe QGold
fields. In proposed new Section 268E

the Bill provides that the Governor ma;
establish and maintain hospitals and sanz
toria for the treatment and care of patient:
suffering from tuberculosis. The Common
wealth, so we understand, is prepared tc
pay the eapital cost. Mr. Fraser said h
would be in favour of compulsory =x-ra)
provisions. Many of us would, but if wi
introdueed a Bill for that purpose thert
would be a great outery. At present wi
have facilities for voluntary x-ray exam
inations, and we are trying to enconrage
people to make use of them. Unfortun
ately those who think they might be suffer
ing will not do so; they do not want ¢
diseover that they have T.B.

A few nights ago, I mentioned the tre
mendous advance that had been made it
the treatment of tubereulosis, how muct
more the doctors knew now than they dic
a little while back, and how essentia] it was
that we should prevent the spread of in
fection from people with communieabl(
tuberculosis. Is there anything mor
dreadful than leprosy? We segregati
lepers and place themn apart from thei
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friends. We sknd them to the baekblocks
where they are isolated. At present they
can go into hospital and be eompletely
eured.

Again, T referred recently to & statement
made by Dr. Henzell, who is an aeknow-
edged Australian authority on tubereulosis
und diseeses of the lungs. He mentioned
the number of nurses who had contacted
tuberenlosis, and those who had been com-
pletely cured. Some had returned to nurs-
ing; some had married and become
mothers; some were carrying on other oecu-
pations. They can now be completely
cured; but obviously not everyone, Mr.
Fraser says that T.B, sufferers can be put
in gaol. That cannot be done except in
certain cirenmstances such a&s where the
person is s0 ‘careless in respect of the health
of his fellow citizens that he will not sub-
mit fo treatment. The clause states, “does
not conduet himself so as to preclude infec-
tion.” If he is treated properly, at home or
elsewhere, so as to preclude infection, then
he can remain where be is. There is no
suggestion then of putting him in gaol or
anywhere else,

The Bill provides that regulations may
be made so that people in a prison hospital
can be treated correetly for T.B.; and
also that the Governor may make regu-
lations enebling the treatment in a
suitable hospital within any prison, of 2
declared patient who cannot be constrained
conveniently in an institution, or a patient
who is serving a sentence of imprison-
ment, A person may be in such a shocking
state of tuberculosis 25 to be a greater
danger to the community thap a leper, be-
cause I understand that lepers can go
around without mnch danger. One was in
the Royal Perth Hospital, and a danghter
of the Honorary Minister for Agriculture
was nursing that patient. We must pro-
tect the public and our children agginst
people whe are suffering from tuberculosis
and will not so conduet themselves as not
to be a danger.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair;
Chief Secrefary in charge of the Bill.

the
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Clause 1—Short Title:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendmeni—

That in line 2 the figures ‘‘1944'’ be struck
out and the figures ‘“1948'" ingerted in lieu.

This is a typographical error.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ag amended, agreed to.

Clauses 2 and 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Sections 268A—268G added:

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: If the term “ap-
proved laboratory” were restricted to the
definition here, no private pathologist
eould sign & certificate that an individual
was suffering from active tuberculosis. The
Commissioner of Public Health assured me
this afternoon that the definition could be
extended to cover a laboratory conducted
by a specialist patbologist in private prac-
tice. So, the doubts I had last night no
longer hold, 1 now wish to deal with pro-
posed new Section 268E,

The measure is designed to protect the
public against persons suffering from com-
munieable toberculosis who will not tfake
such precautionary measures as will pre-
vent them from spreading infection. I de-
plore that provision. In keeping with Mr.
Fraser, I believe we must make eertain thaf
when it is passed it will restrain only the
person who will not conduct himself in a
fit manner, For that reason I move an
amendment—

That at 'the end of subparagraph (ii) of
paragraph {a) of Subsection (1) of proposed
new Section 268E the following words be
added:—*‘and does not conduet himself so as
to preclude infection by him of other persons,

whether members of his family or not, with
tuberculosis.”?

I draw attention to the fact that withont
compulsion, tuberculosis in Australia has
lessened considerably in the last 20 years.
In 1921, deaths from all forms of tuher-
culosis, at all ages, were 3,687; in 1931 they
were 3,167; in 1941 they were 2,734 and in
1944 they were 2,387. That is a drop of
1,300 from 1921 to 1944, We need not have
any donbts when we limit the Bill entirely
to the protection of the publie agninst the
person who will not properly conduet him-
self. The cure does not lie in putting men
into institutions bnt in putting them into
proper houses with proper amenities and
good econditions,
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Hon, A, L. LOTON: I wish to discuss
something prior to the proposed new sec-
tion as being amended by Dr. Hislop.

The CHATRMAN: It will be necessary
for Dr. Hislop to withdraw his amendment.

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: In view of the
Chairman’s explanation, I ask leave to with-
draw the amendment.’

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Hon, E. M. DAVIES: I am secking an
explanation from the Chief Secretary re-
garding Subsection (2) of proposed new
Seetion 268B.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: At present
the Wocoroloo hospital comes under the
Hospital Aet and the Bill proposes to bring
it under the Healbh Act, more for finanecial
reasons than for anything else.

Hon, A, L. LOTON: T would like the
Chief Secertary to explain the financial as-
pect of proposed new Section 268D, What
will happen if a man in, say, Kalgoorlie or
Coolgardie is ordered by the Commissioner
to come to the metropolitan area for a medi-
cal examipation? Who bears the expense?

Hon. G. Benneits: We have a laboratory
at Kalgoorlie,

Hon, A. L. LOTON: Yes, but the clause
states that he shall go where the Commis-
sioner direets.

The Chief Seeretary: The Health Depart-
ment will meet the expenses,

Hon, A. L. LOTON. All the expenses?

The Chief Seeretary: I do not know what
you call all the expenses.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Travelling, for in-
stance,

The Chief Secretary: I do not suppose
beer would be supplied, but the Health De-
partment will provide the necessary ex-
penses. It does everything it can,

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: T move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of subparagraph (i) of
paragraph (a) of Subsection (1) of proposed
new Section 268E the following woprds be
added:—''and does not conduet himself so as
to preelnde infection by him of other persons
whether members of his family or not with
tubercnlosis’’,

1 have already given my reasons for moving
this amendment.

< Amendment put and passed,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, J. G, HISLOP: I am wondering
whether it is wise to take very mueh notice
of the expressed intention of a patient. We
are dealing with people who are mentally
sick and they will threaten many times to
do things when they have not the slightest
intention of earrying them out. The provi-
sions of parapraph (b) of Subsection (1)
of proposed new Section 268E might be
pinpricking to the patient and J really do
not quite nnderstand what is meant by them.
If the man tries to leave the institution, the
superintendent should be able Yo restrain
him, but when a patieni threatens to leave
he may not know exactly what he is saying.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have more
faith in the medical superintendent than Dr.
Hislop has. Where a patient expresses an
intention to leave in such a manner that it
is obvious that he intends to get away, then
the Bill provides that the superintendent can
take such steps as may be necessary to pre-
vent him from deing so. It applies only fo
persong suffering from communieable tuber-
culosis where they do not conduet themselves
so as to preelude infection of other persons,

This part of the clause is put in to give
the superintendent power to prevent a
patient from leaving when it is quite obvious
that that is his intention, These medieal
superintendents have had leng experience
with such patients and they would not at-
tempt to apply this section unless it were
absolutely neeessary. Afterwards the super-
intendent can go to the magistrate to see
whether he can continue to keep the patient
in custody, if I may use that term,

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am not satisfied
because 1 have acted as a medical superin-
tendent in fhese institutions. I know very
well that the patient might use this part of
the clause as a lever to obtain some altera-
tion in conditions, but T do not like to feel
that we may be pinpricking a sick patient.
I move an amendment—

That in Jine 1 of subparagraph (ii) of para-
graph {b) of Section (1) of proposed new Sec-
tion 268E the words ‘‘expresses an intention,
or’’ be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amendment.
A man must do something more than pack
his bag to express an intention that he is
going to leave, The superintendent is a man
of great experience. He is not a fool, He
has a great knowledge of this type of
patient and be would not put him under
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control unless there was occasion to do so.
He will not have any power to do that if
we strike these words out, This is only a
legal expression to give effect to what I
think we all desire.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I think Dr. Hislop
is on the right track. His experience should
be avaited of as a guide to the Committee.
1f patients were to learn that a mere ex-
pression of intention on their part might
lead to the medical superintendent restrain-
ing them, it might have an adverse effect
upon them and would certainly tend to
upset them, 1 think the remainder of the
provision covers all that is necessary.

Ifon. E. M. HEENAN: This js really an
argument about little or nothing, and I
intend to support the Minister. With re-
gard io one aspect that appears to be worry-
ing both Dr. Hislop and Mr. Baxter, T as-
sure them that in all probability not one
patient will ever read the Bill ox know what
it contains,

Hon. G, Fraser:
that!

Hon. G. Bennetts: I know one man who
will read this—and he rends “Hansard,”
too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: My idea is that
if & man expresses his intention of com-
mitting suicile or murder, or doing some-
thing he should not do, that is the time
when someone in a responsible position
should do something ahout it. If a person
in the Fremantle Gaol went ahout express-
ing his intention of breaking out of prison
that night, I would expect somebody in
authority to keep his eyes open.

Hon. H. L. Roche: You would not treat
these people like gaol hirds$

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: No, and I would
expect the hon, member to have more sense
than to make such a remark.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: You are optimistie!

Hon. G. FRASER: I do pot think it
matters much whether the amendment is
aceepted or rejected. The superintendent
of such an institution will act with discre.
tion, and if he were to take notice of all
expresstons of intention and threats, he
wonld be driven out of his mind, I do not
think it is possible to amend the Bill in

Don’t you worry about
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a satisfactory way, but I shall support the
amendment,

Hon. B. H, GRAY : I support the Minister
in this matter. This part of the Bill, I take
it, has been inserted at the request of Dr.
Henzetl.

The Chief Secretary: That is so.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: That saggests that
experience has shown it is necessary. It is
in the interests of both the public and the
patients coneerned.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. .- 16
Naes ., .. ‘e . 11
Majority for 5
AYES.
Hon. C. I, Baxter Hon. J. G. Hislop
Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. L. A. Logon
Hon. R. J. Boylen Hon. A. L. Loton
Hox. J. M. Cunningham Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. H, A, C. Daffen Hon. A. Thomsgn
JTon. G. Froser Hon. H, Tuckey .
Hon. W. R, Hall Hon, H. K. Watsen
Hon. H. Hearn Hon. W, J. Mann
{Teller.)
Nozxs.
Hon, E. M. Dnviea Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon. Sir F, Gibson Hon, C. H. Simpson
Hon. BE. H, Gru? Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon, E. M. Heenan Hon, G, B, Waood
Hon. Sir C. G. Lathpm Hon, R. M. Forrest
Horn. G. W. Miles [Tolter.)

Amendment thus passed; the eclause, as
amended, agreed to.

Title—agreeq to,

Bill reported with amendments.

Recommittal,
On motion by Hen, J. G, Hislop, Bill
recommitted foyr the further consideration
of Clause 4.

In Committee.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill,

Clanse 4—Secctions 268A-268G added:

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: It will be seen that
complaints are to be heard and determined
by a magistrate and it is set out that when
the subject-matter of the complaint is estab-
lished to his satisfaction, the magistrate
shall adjudge the person a declared patient
and order that he shall enter an institution.
I want to be perfeetly satisfied in my own
mind, and I desire thai members generally
shall be satisfied, that the sabjeet matter
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of the complaint ¢cannot be established to the
satisfaction of the magistrate unless it is
certain that the person is suffering from com-
munieable tuberculosis and that tuberele are
to be found in the sputum. It must be
established, also, that the person has not
behaved himself in such a way as to pre-
vent the infection of persons around him.

If the Chief Secretary will assure the Cow-
mittee that a man cannot be committed to
an insfitution without a certificate from the
commissioner or from the laboratory or a
practising pathologist, stating that there are
tubercle bacilli, I will let the clause pass.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
loophole whatever, I refer Dr. Hislop to
Subsection (2) (a) of proposed new Section
268E, and =lso to paragraph (b) of the
same subsection. I also refer him to Sub-
sections (3) and (4) of the section I have
mentioned. The magistrate must be satis-
fied that the person has communicable tuber-
culosis. If Dr. Hislop will refer to the defini-
tion of “communieable tuberculosis,” he will
find that it means all forms of pulmonary
toberculosis in which the mycobacterium
tuberculosis (tubercle bacillus) has been
found in the sputym as the result of tests
made in an approved laboratory.

Hoxn. J. G. HISLOP: I am quite satisfied.
I think it well that the Chief Secretary's
explanation should appear in “Hansard”
to show that it s the intention of the
Committee that no man shall be appre-
hended who has not got tuberele bacilli in
the sputum, o

The Chief Seeretary: That is the whole
Bill.

Hon. G. FRASER: The fact of this ex-
planation appearing in “Hansard” will have
no effect on the magistrate, because he will
not see it. I feel keenly about the measure.
Tt ic the most vicious Bill that has been
introduced for years. Members whe have
studied it closely will agree with me. In
order to test the feeling of the Committee,
I move— .

That the Chairman do now leave the Chair.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: In view of the
reluctance with which Dr. Hislop accepted
the explanation of the Chief Seeretary, I
feel it incumbent on me, as one of the legal
members of this Chamber, to assure the
Committes that the explanation is absolutely
correct.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: You do wha
the dvetors do, stick to each other,

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: There is only on
answer; a thing is right or wrong, and i
there is any doubi, those competent to sa:
that it is right should declare themselves.

Clause, as amended in a previous Com
mittee, put and paseed.

Bill again reported and the report
adopted,

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hou H. §
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban} [8.21]
in moving the second reading aaid: This
Bill is to amend the State Transport Co
ordination Act. Its main object is to bring
Government-owned road transport serviees,
except trams, under the control of the State
Transport Board. At present, railway and
framway services are exempt from the pro-
visions of the Act, as are the road services
run by those departments. This exemption
has seriously interfered with the work of
the Transport Board in ifs efforts to ad-
minister an Act to provide for the improve-
ment and eo-ordination of transport faeili-
ties,

The board’s efforts are staltified by the
ability of the railway and tramway depart-
ments to inaugurate omnibug and trolleybus
services, as well as road serviees, without
reference either to the board or to the Min-
ister. As a result of thiz power possessed
by those departments, some duplication of
transport facilities has occurred which the
board has been powerless to prevent. I feel
sure members will readily agree that if we
are to clothe a board with authoritative
powers over transport, the Crown should
not be exempt from its jurisdietion. The
Bill therefore seeks to correct an anomaly
which is not in the best interests of the
public. Under the Bill, all Government-
owned road transport serviees, exeepi frams,
will be brought under the control of the
Transport Board. The railway and tramway
departments will therefore have to seek the
approval of the Tramsport Board before
starting a new bus or trolleybus service.

Hen., @, Bennetts: Will that apply also
to private companies?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, the
Transport Board will controel them also. If
8 new route is to be opened up, the Govern-
ment will be in the game position as any
private person; it will have to submit a
tender, and the matter will be decided with-
out reference to the Minister or anybody
else. An omission in the Act will be recti-
fied by the Bill. The board will be given
authority, subject fo the Minister, to ad-
minister the Aet. In one eircumstance only
is the Minister given no authority over the
hoard. That is, as I have said, when the
Crown is a tenderer for a transport route.
The intention is to absolve the Minister from
any charge of favoritism shonld the Crown
be the successiul tenderer, This is thought
advisable, as it is congidered that ome Min-
ister should control all classes of transport,
both Government and private. This provi-
sion is taken from the New South Wales
Act, which has proved most successful and
has been tfested in the courts.

With the bringing of Government road
services under the Transport Board, it is
proposed that they shall be subject to the
license fees which are payable to the board
by private enterprise and whieh are speci-
fied in Section 15 of the Aet. An import-
ant amendment is that designed to extend
the period of bus licenses from the present
terin of 12 months to seven years. It is
felt that 12 months does not provide bus
companies with a sufficient sense of
security, and that it has been responsible
for many bus companies being chary of
incurring expenditure on their vehicles and
on factlities for their passengers. One
such matter is the question of bus shelters.
These at preseni are being provided by
the local authorities, as the companies con-
tend that they should not be ecompelled to
inenr the expense becanse their license is
only an annmal one. .

Another important amendment is that
which will permit of goods being carried
over short distances by road instead of by
rail. The Aet provides that no license
shall be necessary for commereial goods
vehicles operating within an area of 15
miles from the General Post Office, or
within a radins of 15 miles from the own-
er’s home. The Bill will extend this dis-
tance to 20 miles. In Vietoria, or New
South Wales, T think the distanee is 50
miles, but those Staies are more densely
popalated (han ours,
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Hon. A. L. Loton: It would be quicker
than by rail.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Probably.
License fees colleected by the board are
paid info a fund. After providing for
administrative expenses, superannuation
and certain subsidies, the balance is to be
paid to loeal authorities in order to assist
them to maintain roads. Quite a consider-
able amount is paid out in subsidies to
eountry transport serviees in sparsely
populated districts and alse in respeet of
air services to the North-West. Loeal
aunthorities are concerned over the eost of
road maintenanece, owing to the larger num-
ber of vehicles now in use. Government
buses will have to pay license fees, but not
trams, as the Tramway Department main-
tains the roud between the lines and 18
inches on each side of the lines. Trolley-
buses, however, will pay fees, and that will
increase the amount available for loeal
authorities.

Another provision that is in other
statutes has been ineluded in the Biil. It
is that where any activities of the board
interfere with the rights of other Govern-
ment departments or instrumentalities, then
the board or the Minister shall, as far as
practicable, econfer and co-operate with the
other parties. Should any deadiock oceur,
it will be deterinined by the Governor. The
First Schedule to the Aect specifies those
items which may be carried by road with-
out licenses being required. I have already
mentioned the carriage of furniture by
road.

Hon. A. L. Loton: And sometimes pro-
ducers want fuel in a hurry.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It is also felt
that through giving road transport these
extra classes of freight to earry we might
put a little more life into the railways, by
making them reslise that there is such a
thing as opposition. It may be that by
giving road transport this extra scope we
will liven up the Railway Departinent and
make it appreciate that there is another
system of transport available to the people.
In the present Act there are specified cer-
tain goods that may be carried by road
and, it is thounght that it wonld be far
better to amend the legislation so that the
Governor may from time to time proclaim
what goods ean be transportéd by road. It
i3 suggested that beehives should he
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brought within that category. The inclu-
sion of beehives, 1 might add, is a conces-
sion to eountry members.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Tt has been
included only in a general way.

Hon. A. L. Loten: Are they to be allowed
to eart the drones also?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Some of
them seem to eome here. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [9.35]:
The Chief Secretary said that Government
buses will have to pay road license fees, just
as other buses do, but T would like to know
whether the privately owned buses will give
the same concessions as are allowed on Gov-
ernment buses. As is well known, the Gov-
ernment buses give coneession rates to
members of Parliament, sehool children and
others, while many privately owned buses
do not,

HON. W. J. MANN (South-West)
[9.36]: T was pleased to hear the Chief Sec-
retary say that Government buscs are o pay
license fees. If members travelled aver the
roads in the Province I represent, where
railway buses run frequenily each day, they
would find that as the result of that heavy
traffic most of the bitumen roads are now
in a bad state of repair. They were not con-
strueted, in the first place, to carry very heavy
traffic of that kind and I am sure that the
Main Roads Board and the local authorities
will 1in the near future he put to a great
deal of expense if they are to get the roads
back into anything like good condition. The
provision that Government buses shall pay
license fees is sound. I have referred to
this question because it is a serious matter
for the eountry road hoards when their
roads are eut up by heavy Government
buses, and it is therefore only fair that
those huses should pay something towards
keeping the roads in at lemst reasonable
condition.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

BITL—CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT (No. 2).
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. 8.
W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban) [9.37]
in moving the second reading said: XNo

[COUNCIL.)

doubt members are familiar with this
measure. It deals with the franchise of
this Chamber and is an amendment to See-
tion 15 of the Constitution Aects Amend-
ment Act of 1899. It is similar to a measure
introduced last year. It containg four
amendments, the first of which—though 1n
some ways a minor one—is quite important.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: It is important,
as it changes the value of our £.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It refers to
“sterling” and the intention is to strike that
word out, as sterling at present is worth 25
per cent. more than Australian carrency.
It was never intended that reference should
be made in this regard to anything but our
own currency. The second amendment deals
with the extension of the franchise to the
hushand or wife of a householder.

The .idea behind the franchise of this
Chamber is that the elector should have a
stake in the country and it is considered
that the wife, who has a vote in the As-
sembly, and who often does infinitely more
work than the husband and works much
longer hours, should be entiiled to a vote.
As the one who brings up the family, it is
felt that she should he encouraged to vote,
in view of the present state of affairs. The
wife earries a great responsibility and, as
I have said, does a great deal of the work.
It is felt that she should therefore, if the
wife of a houscholder, he given a wvote, It
is true that she does not earn the money
to keep the home going but she does, in
faect, keep it going.

The next amendment deals with flat dwel-
lers. Many years ago when flats first became
common, all sorts of tenements were called
flats and it was necessary for the Chief
Electoral Officer to have some definition of
what constitnted “a flat.” It was then de-
cided that a flat was a residence or one of
a series of residences in the same huilding,
having a separate entrance to the street.
Now there are modern flats—such as Law-
son Flats—not one of which has an en-
trance to the street, as they alt have a com-
mon entranee. Under the mliag of the
Crown Law Department, people living in
those flats are not entitled as householders
to votes, although part of a four-roomed
hounse, with entrance through a French win-.
dow on to the street, would come within the
definition of “a flat” and the occupier would
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bhave a vote. The definition of “flat” in the
Bill is eclear and concise,

A flat must be a self-contained residence
with its own bathroom, sleeping accomnmo-
dation and eooking arrangements. -The de-
finition will not inelude apartment houses
or those places where the tenants have com-
mon use of the kitchen or bathroom. A
flat must be a separate entity from a dwell-
ing point of view. The next amendment
deals with the abolition of plural voting.
If a man at present has a qualifieation in
various provinees, he may vote in each of
those provinées. For many years that hasg
been his right and privilege, but it is felt
that the time has now arvived, as the coun-
try is more settled, when a man should
have only ong vote for this Chamber, and,
if he has previously been qualified to vote
in more than one provinee, should select
the province in which he now desires to
enrol. The Bill covers the four points I
have mentioned. I commend it to the Honse
and move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. L. A, LOGAN (Central} [942]:
This Bill eould well be regarded as a hardy
annual. It will be remembered that at the
time of the last election, leaders of the pre-
sent Government parties promised the
clectors votes for the wives of householders,
on the one hand, and on the other hand
votes for flat dwellers. In accordance with
that promise it introduced a Bill during
the last session of Parliament,. We =all
know the fate of that measure, which was
defeated in this House by a small majority.
Having introduced that Bill I elaim that
the Government had fulfilled its promise to
the electors.

Hon. G. Fraser: That would be an easy
way to do it

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Many promises are
made on the hustings that never become
the subject of legislation and I venture to
say that a great many more promises will
be made in future and will never find their
places in measures brought hefore Parlia-
ment. The Bill to which I have referred
was defeated and because five members of
the Opposition in another place raised
the guestion, the Government swallowed it
hook, line and sinker and timidly agreed
to introdoce another Bill this session. I
claim that the only agitation for the re-
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form of the franchise of this Chamber
c¢omes from those four or five members in
another place and from nowhere else.

From the remarks of the Acting Leader
of the Opposition, who told the Premier
that he would discipline members of his
party in this House, I think it will be seen
that we conld easily get right away from
freedom of individual speech and thought
such ns has always been considered the right
of members of this House. I defy anyone to
say that members of this Chamber have not
always had those privileges. If the Labour
Party had a majority in both Houses to-
day there would not be one word spoken
regarding this.

Hon. G. Fraser: There would be only one
House left.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: No, there would
not. The Federal Labour pelicy can be
given as an answer to that. Its policy was
to abolish the Federal Senate and yet we
find that the Labour Party has a majority
in that House. Labour has every seat in
the senate bar three and what is it doing¥ It
iz inereasing the number of its members,

Hon. G. Fraser: Where did you see that?
In “Comic Cuts” or something.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The same position
will arise in this State. In this House it
has been the custom for every member to
record his vote according to the dictates of
his conscience, but in another place where
a member is tied to Party lines we know
it is not so easy to do that.

Hon. - Fraser: What if he has no
conscience? -

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Then he can do the
other thing. T still contend that freedom
of thought and freedom of speech is what
we must maintain. These amendments to
the franchise may not seem much but when
we find a little piece here and another piece
there being taken away from time to time,
eventually we shall reach the stage when
there will be no franchise and the whole
thing will turn into a fiaseo similar to what
has oceurred in the Federal sphere. It is
said that we are not elected by the majority
of electors, I elaim we are returned by the
responsible votes of men and women who
realise what their votes mean; not by men
and women who go to the poll simply to
save their £2 2s. beecause there is compul-
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sory voling. An article appears in tonight's
“Daily News” written by a man named
Menzies who states that 50 per cent. of the
people do not know what they sre voting
about. The other 50 per cent. do and I
say that we are returned on their respons-
ible votes.

Hon, R, J. Boylen: This will not alter
that.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: We are eating away
tthe franchise a little hit here and a little
bit there. Ii is like a mouse with a bit
of cheese which nibbles away little pieces
all around until it bas nothing left. That is
what will happen to the franchise.

Hon. R, J. Boylen: You seem to be
scared of it.

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not. I am
quite satisfied that the general public do
not want any alferation. There has heen
no outside agitaion. The only agitation has
come from roughly five Labour members in
another place,

Hon. E. ). Heenan: Have you read the
leading article in “The West Australian?”

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I am not worried
about “The West Ausiralian.”

Hon E. M. Heengn: Or “The Daily
News."”

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: T am not worried
about “The Daily News.” I am here to ex-
press my views,

Hon. H. Heam:
“Hansard

Hon. L. A, LOGAN: This House is
essential for the expression of impartial
views and I hope it always will be s0, I
can give one good reason why we should
retain the Upper House and that is that
tonight we have had Bills rushed through
another place and placed before ns for re-
view without any time being given to us
for their consideration. The time that
generally elapses between their passing
from another place to this House is the
only opportunity we have to obtain the
people’s reaction to them. The people would
bave heen so0ld & pup with quite a few Bills
passed this session if members had not had
that time in which to obtain their views,

Hon. R. J. Boylen: Whose pup?
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: The hon. member’s

That is the reason why I am opposing any
alteration in the franchise. The people are

Have you read
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happy with it as it is now and realise that
this House is doing a good job. For that
reason we shonld throw the Bill out,

HON. E. H, GRAY (West) [9.52]: Mr.
Logan said nothing about the Bill and I
would have liked to have heard some criti-
cism of the various elauses contained in it.
Those who intend to vote against this meas-
ure should rise and give good reasuns for
their objections to it,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Are you supporting
it?

Hon. E, H. GRAY : I have been support-
ing it for 25 years, The first poriion of the
Bill deals with the alteration of the word
“sterling,” with which I agree.

Hon, H, Hearn: So do we.

Hon, E. . GRAY: If that is the opinion
of every member of the House, I will say
no more about it, The next provision is an
important one providing the householder's
wife with the right to vote. I would like to
hear any member give a reason why the
average housewife should not vote for mem-
bers of this Chamber, In a few instances
the wife would be the householder and the
husband would not have the vote. The
franchise for this Chamber is so wide that
every member could reasonably give a
woman an opportunity te vote.

Hon, A, L. Loton: You tell us why.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: Because they are
citizens. Women today have an Inereasing
voice in the affairs of the State and indus-
try and are recognised as being more than
equal to men in many respects. Their work
as wives, as mothers of families and their
general place in the community should re-
ceive recognition. Women have a different
position in the community today from what
they had when the constitution was drafted.
I want to hear arpuments from membhers
why women should not receive a vofe when
they are married to householders. Every
decent citizen should be given the franchise
to vote for members of this Chamber. The
next point in the Bill is that electors shall
vote for ¢ne province only. There is no
argument against that.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: There are a couple
of langhing jackasses here.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Surely we must use
more than laughs to wipe away the stigma
that only those who have the necessary
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wealth shall have the right to vote for every
province in the State,

Hon, W. J. Mann: How did they get it?

Hon E. H. GRAY: They got it through
the constitution.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They got it because
they were cnergetie,

Hon. E, O. GRAY: No, because they
were lueky and possibly very unsernpulons.

Hon. W. J. Mann: You mix with a nice
lot of people, you do!

Hon. E. H, GRAY: I think the time has
gone by when electors, because of their
wealth, should have the advantage of being
able to vote for every Couneil provinece.

Hon, H. Hearn: Why has the time gone
byt

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Because it is a eon-
servative idea from the dark ages and
should be thrown away by every pro-
gressive, intelligent citizen. I do not like
the levity with which the Bill is heing
treated. It is a very important one. There
are propositions in it which demand the
serious consideration of every member and
it should not Be treated as a joke.

Hon. W, J. Mann: Another frivolons
sehoolmaster!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Those are the four
essentinls in the Bill, and they will be of
great advantage to thousands of people. I
hope that those members who are treating
the measure lightly will give some valid
reason why every clause in it should not
be carried. T trust it will reeeive a better
fate than did last year’s Bill. If members
will treat it seriously it will be earried with-
out moeh trouble,

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[9.55]: I hope that some of the hon. gentle-
men who treated the logical appeal that
has just been made by a man who stands
hizh in the esteem of this House and who
has had more years of experience than
those who treated hie remarks so slight-
ingly will Tige in turn and put forwurd
half as reasoned an appeal in favour of the
measure. This Bill has peen submitied by
the Government and it follows as a staté-
ment of policy made by both Government
leaders at the last eleection. Mr. Logan
hopes that freedom of speech and thought
will be maintained and I am sure that all

2897

of us will agree with him that that is a
worthy object.

Furthermore, we will all agree that when
leaders of political parties make public
statements and are subsequenily elected
and then honestly make an effort to fulfil
those promises, their supporters should
assist them to fulfil their commitments,
I say this quite advisedly. If demo-
eratic lenders make statements to the
people and their own supporters then
deprive them of the opportunity to fulfil
their promises, it will be a very bad day
for our demoeracy and it will certainly be
time when a better form of Government is
evolved.

Hon. A. Thomson: Such as we have in
Russia today, I suppose!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Mr. Thomson is
not going to get away by putting words
into my mouth which I did not use.

Hon, A. Thomson: I will stick to what
I said.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The hon. member
can stand up and say what he likes, but he
is not going to put filthy inmuendos into
my remarks.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is not filthy.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: It was meant
to he.

Hon. A. Thomson It was nof meant
to be,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I understood and

The PRESTDENT : Will the hon. member
resume his seat.

Hon, A. Thomson: T ask that that remark
be withdrawn.

The PRESIDENT: What remark?
Hon. A. Thomson: That I made a filthy

innuendo in my interjection.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I understood and
T am sure most members who heard Mr.
Thomson’s remark understood—

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Thomson
has objected to the words “ﬁlthy innu-
endo.’”” T ask the hon. membe? to withdraw
those words.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The
WaS—

The PRESIDENT : Order! I ask the hon.
member fo withdraw those words.

innuendo
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Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Apparenily 1
have no option to withdrawing, so I with-
draw. 1 was saying it would be a bad day
for s democratic form of Government if
the statements and promises made by
responsible leaders are not fulfilled through
their pledged supporters letting them down.
Mr. Logan did not deal with the Bill at
all and ke made very misleading state-
raents. One of them was that the publie
has made no outery for this Bill and that
it was only demanded by the Labour Party.
The hon. member lightly ignored the fact
that this Bill had been introduced by the
McLarty Government, and I understand
that Mr. Logan is a pledged supporter
of the Country Party.

There is only one meaning to the word
‘‘pledge’’ and that is a solemn promise or
undertaking to adhere to certain rules or
standards. One is under no obligation to
enter into a pledge. I am a supporter of
the Labour Party, which has certain
policies, rules and standards, but I was
under ne ohligation to join the party. Hav-
ing done so, however, I signed a pledge
undertaking to adhere to the prineciples and
platform of the party, Therefore, T con-
elude that anyone who joins the Country
Party also takes a pledge to comply with
the policy of that party.

Hon. H. Hearn: Members of the Country
Party do not get instruetions how to vote.

Hou, H. L. Roche: A pew champion of
the Country Party.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I was dealing
with the point made by Mr. Logan that
there had heen no agitation for the meas-
ure. Let me refer him to a leading article
published in ‘‘The West Australian’’ of
the 27th November.

Hon. G. Bennetts: A Liberal paper!

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: It is undoubtedly
the daily paper with the largest circulation
in the State. This is what it said—

Now that the Legislative Assembly redistri-
bution has been virtually completed, there is
no reason why the Legislative Cquneil should
not give sympathetic consideration to the latest
attempt to widen its franchize and abolish
plural voting.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: Read the emd
of it. ’

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The article con-
tinue-d—
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The Bill, which is similar to a Governmen
measure rejected last year by the Counecil o
the motion for the second reading, seeks to €3
tend the franchise to the wife or husband of
householder and to the occupants of self-com
tained flats, the property qualification being a
annugl value of £17. In introducing the Bil
the Gevernment is honouring a promise give
by Mr. MeLarty to Mr., Wise late last yea
While it is true that, if the mcasure becam
law, it would greatly increasec the number o
persons eligible to vote at Upper House elet
tions (but whether many would avail them
selves of the privilege is open o some doubt)
no attempt ig being made to make enrolmen
and voting for the Council compulsory.

There would he good arguments againe
such steps but there is nothing very revolutior
ary in the proposal to include more wome:
in the franchise and the granting of the vot
to husbands and wives occupying bona fid
flats would be recognition of an establishe
social ehange and a coneession to those whe ar
foreed to live in flats through inability to o}
tain houses. Last year exception was taken t
the absence of provision to enfranchise th
wifg or hushaud of a freeholder and the sam
omission this year could be remedied in Com
mittee. For all practical purposes, plura
voting is of little importance,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: There you are

Hon, B. M. HEENAX: The article con
tinued— .

Its influence is magnified by the Counecil’
eritics but the principle on which it is founde:
is open to objection and it would be in th
Couneil’s own interest to discard it, as has bee
done in Victoria. No attempt is made in th
Bill to improve the machinery for settling
differences between the two Houses. Accept
anee of the measure, however, might help &
pave the way for a mutual effort in that diree
tion.

The “Daily News,”” which has the secon
largest circulation in the State, had thig &
say in a leading artiele published on th
20th November—

In the previous session of the State Parlia
ment a Bill to breaden the franchise for th
second chamber was narrowly defeated in th
Couneil.

Last week a Bill containing the same provi
sionas passed unanimously in the Legislative As
sembly and should be debated in the Counci
this week.

Speakers from the Opposition side of th
House and one C.D.L. member predicted thal
the measure would meet the same fate as it
predecessor.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition urges
the Premier to erack the whip over member:
of his party in the Council.

It is unlikely that Mr. McLarty will exer
pressure on members of the other chamber.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: He must have
been a good Labour supporter who wrote
that.
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Hon, E. M, HEENAN: I shall paunse for
1 moment while members have a good laugh.
he article continned—

The Legislative Council is nominally a non-
warty House and dietation is foreign to the
irst prineiple of Liberalizm,

‘Nominally” is a significant word.

But opinions of yesterday are not necessarily
‘he opinions of today, and it will not be sur-
wising if some of last year’s opponents of the
neasure have changed their views.

[ am looking at Mr. Mann.

There is nothing revolutionary in the Gov-
rnment’s proposals. The most impertant are
he extension of the franchise to tenants of
ielf-contained flats, giving the wife as well as
he husband the right to vote in some instances,
ind the abolition of plural voting.

Exclusion of tenants of flats, whatever the
ent paid, while occupants of shacks of a rental
ralue of £17 a year are enfranchised is an
ibsurd anomaly,

Flat life is a comparatively recent develop-
nent which js certain to incrense. This must be
ecognised.

Abolition of plural voting is less important;
ut it is in necordance with modern thought on
lectoral privilege.

Accepting the mild measure of reform in the
Jiberal-C.D.L. Government’s Bill, the Legisla-
ive Couneil would still be the most strongly
ntrenched second chamber in the British Com-
nonwealth.

Hou. A. L. Loton: What did “The Wheat-

rrower,” which has the third largest eircola-
ion, have to say?

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I shall now
ead—
The PRESIDENT : Order! I remind the

ion. member that, under our Standing
Jrder no member may read extracts from
iewspapers referring to debates of the
Jouncil in the same session.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Very well, We
iave dehated similar measures, year after
rear but, in all earnestness I urge members
eriously to consider the Bill on this ocea-
ion. Qetting away from the lighter side,
" wish to say that I have no feeling against
myone, but there is a frend exemplified in
hose leading articles which almost requires
he franchise of this Chamber to be liberal-
sed. I stated last year that we represent
\ very minor section of the community, 1t
pight be said that people are not interested
n getting on the Council roll. Whatever the
eason may be—the restricliveness of the
ranchise or the carelessness of the people—
he faet remains that we represent a very
mall seation of the community.
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Hon. F. B. Welsh: A responsible seetion,

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: And we have
enormous power. We ave living in times
when our demoeratic institutions are being
sorely tested. I am absolutely convinced
that we shall never destroy Communism or
any other harmful ereed by shouting down
people, labelling well.-meaning people as
Communists or talking abouf them in trains.
e have to do something more positive and
more active than that. I have seen men,
otherwise almost unknown and unheard of,
working in union meetings and carrying on
the fight against Communism,

They are the unsung heroes of the present
doy. There is in Boulder a man, Mr.
Oliver, who, 1 hope, will soon be a mem-
her of the Parliament of Western Australia,
and if anyone has done something positive
in this fight against Communism, he has.
We have an obligation ‘on us fo improve
our Parliamentary institutions. We know
that our deliberations in this House are
never reported in the Press. Very few
people ever come fo listen to our debates,
When we put up for election, it is hard
to get 50 per cent. of the people interested
enough to vote for or against us, That
sll adds up to this, that the Legislative
Couneil is out of date and out of step with
modern times.

Hon. C. F . Baxter: Why stay here?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The hon. member
can take jt from me that the present set-
up will not last for ever. It is a foolish
and unwise poliey for us to be like the
ostrich and stick our heads in the ground.
Let us be up and doing to improve our
set-up; make it more demoeratic; get the
people interested. That will destroy the
other erceds that are seducing so many of
the people. We all know how members of
Parliament are blackguarded. Sections of
the community, and sometimes responsible
sections, speak most slightingly of membera
of Parlinment. They think we are all
grafters, and they speak in clubs and hotels,
and public places, about parliamentary in-
stitutions and members of Parliament,

I have told the people that I have heard
speaking along those lines that they are
playing the very game the Communists want
them to play. Sometimes they are big husi-
ness and professional men who should know
better. I hope this time a modicum of



2900

change will be made in the franchise. It
is a long time since any change has been
made. In the words of the leading article
in the “Daily News,” if the Bill is passed
wve will still be the most strongly entrenched
porliementary institution in the British
Commonwealth, but I really think we will,
apart from all other arguments, by giving
the vote to flat-dwellers who should not be
denied the right, and the wives—

Hon. H, K. Watson: What about the de
facto wives? Would you agree to them?

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I do not think
I would. That point introduces a little side
issue which I think Mr. Watsen should
leave alone, and confine himself to the main
points in the measure. Wives are import-
ant people. It would not do any harm to
give them the vote. I agree that the prin-
ciple of plaral voting is wrong. Simply
becanse. a person owns houses in half-a
dozen different parts of the State that should
not give him the right to half-a-dozen dif-
ferert otes. But it does not sactually
amount to much; there are not many people
who have more than one vote, I do not
regard that ag a very hig issue. The giving
of the vote to flat-dwellers and to wives
wonld improve the set-up of this House
and get more people interested in it. The
public would then have less reason for say-
ing that this is an unrepresentative Chawn-
ber. It would also make us eonform more
closely to the accepted definition of demo-
cracy today. In conclusion, I am sorry I
transgressed. T have no ill-feeling towards
my friend, Mr. Thomson, with whom I had
a small brosh in the course of my remarks.

HON. SIR CHARLES LATHAM (East)
{10.22]: I support the second reading. I
have tried to see the advantages to be
gained. I have carefully examined all the
systems in Australia, and T ask members;
Do they think the nltimate result we find
with the Senate shows that the system there
is better than we have in this House?
Will they say that with legislation passed
by the House of Representatives and sent
to the Senate, where the other side of
polities has very little representation, a
fair deal is given to the minority of the
people? I cannot see that that is so. New
Sonth Wales has a very limited election of
representatives, becanse the two Houses
meeting together decide who shall represent
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them in the Legislative Council. T do not
suggest that that system is any befter than
we have here.

If we examine the legislation of this
State for the last 27 or 30 years, we find
that the Western Australian legislators have
nothing of which to be ashamed. Legisle-
tion I have seen passed has been held up
by the very people who introduced it in an-
other place as being the best Labour legisla-
tion ever introduced in Western Australia.
I refer to the late Mr. McCallum, with his
Arbitration Aet, and I refer also to the
Workers’ Compensation Bill that has re-
cently passed this House. I cannot see where
the complaints come from. We can en-
gender eriticism. I have delivered a good
many political gpeeches and stood on a good
many platforms,

Only onece can I ever remember the
franchise of this House being referred to,
and that was by a union seeretary who said,
“What about the Conservative control of the
Legislative Council?” In all probability
he knew little of what he was talking about.
The Bill does not make very great altera-
tions. The womenfolk of a house generally
go to their menfolk to find out how the men
will vote and how they, the women, should
vote. If the measure does not give plural
voting in one direction, it does there. 1T
venture to suggest that not one woman in
fifty exercises an independent vote. She
generally goes to her husband, brother, or
father.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Are you voling against the Bill or for it?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I am
going to support the measure, because I be-
lieve in giving flat-dwellers the right to
vote, and I cannot give them that right with-
out supporting the sceond reading.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Therefore, you are not supperting the vote
for women?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I think
if a woman is the occupier or owner of a
house, she should have exzactly the same
franchise as I would have if I were the
owner or occupier. I would not prevent her
from having it. From time to time we hear
the argument that there should be adult
franchise for this place. But this Honse,
after all, represents the people who pay the
taxes, the thrifty and the married people.
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Hon. &. Bennetts: The women also assist
them,

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes,
and because they are married and live in
their own houses they have the franchise.
Why do we have compulsory voting for the
Legislative Assembly of this State? Why
do we have compulsory voting for the
Federal House? Simply because the people
were indifferent to the lower Chambers, I
know very definitely that prior to compul-
sory voting and eompulsory enrolment there
were many people who took little interest in
the politiecs of the country, and the same
position applies today. Look at the informal
votes cast! Surely they demonstrate that the
people go to the polls guite indifferently.

It has been suggested that the Bill should
be passed becanse the leaders of the two
Parties controlling the Government benches
in another place had it as part of their policy
at the last election. So also was it part of
the policy of the Premier to have propor-
tional representation in the Legislative
Assembly. I would be very inclined to sup-
port a Bill of that sort if it came down.
We have had a Iot of eriticism from another
place about our conduet here, One thing
I will say is that we do apply ourselves to
the subject-matter before us, and do not
waste a lot of time criticising the speeches
and actions of members in another place.
I hope we shall not resort to sueh tacties.
We deal with exactly the same legislation
as does the Legislative Assembly and, re-
membering that we have only three-fifthg of
the number of members of that place, our
diseussions cannot be as prolonged.

I believe that we have a better grip on the
legislation that comes here from the As-
sembly for the very reason that we have an
oppottunity of reanding the spesches made
there, when wa receive our copies of “Han-
sard” in time. We get very little aid from the
leading articles in the Press. I do not want
to eriticise the Press tonight, but it may he
that to educate the people there is no
better medium than a good article by
a good journalist in a good newspaper.
The probability is that they might apply
themselves and ask the younger people of
this country, and some of the older ones,
too, to get to know a little about what poli-
tics mean and also to understand it a little
better. It is true that students at the umi-
versity Tecently took some interest in this
Chamber but it was surprising what little
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knowledge they had of the activities of this
House as well as its limitations.

Hon, E. M. Heenan: And its franchise.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: Yes
and its franchise. I listened to some of
their arguments and I was amazed just how
ignorant they are, and for that reason I
snggested we might present them with a
copy of our Standing Orders so that at least
they would have some knowledge of what
they were talking about. I sent along a copy
which I hope the students have read with
a good deal of eredit to us and a good deal
of usefulness to themselves. Getting back
to the Bill, I propose, of course, to agree
with the Minister that it is no use having
the word ‘‘currency” which applies to the
Eoglish currency and therefore that will
have to be altered.

I helieve that we should give a persom
who lives in a flat some form of voting for
this House just the same as those who are
renting or living in a cottage. I do not
think any useful purpose can be served by
giving a woman a vote just because she is
living with her husband in a house. That
is more or less duplicating the vote. There
is some advantage in plura] voting because
there are many people who have hig inter-
ests in other parts of the State and they
desire to have some representation in those
places. I agree with the remarks that have
been made and I do not think that the
privilege has ever been abused in this State.
I should say that the number of people
exercising a plural vote would be very
limited. I myself am entitled to vote in twe
provinces but I have never exercised that
right becanse generally the people are so
satisfied in one provinee that they never have
an election.

How many members of this House are
challenged seriously when it comes to elee-
tion time? The greatest challenge the Lab-
our people have in this House is by their
own supporters when it comes to o selection
ballot. Onee having won a selection ballot
there are not many challenges. As I look
around I ean sec faces that have been here
for a very long time. Wea are making a
great big bogey for ourselves when we listen
to Mr. Heenan who spoke about what views
the extreme element has in respeet to this
House. I do not think they are interested
except that they might envy members who
octupy seats in this Chamber and if they
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came here they would be no better, and prob-
ably a great dea] worse, than members who
are already elected. If the Bill had not
- been introduced I would not have shed
many tears or expressed any regret. I am
prepared to concede that flat-dwellers are
justified in baving & vote and for that
reason I support the measure. I in-
tend to express myself by voting against
that part of the Bill giving the womenfolk
8 vote unless they have property qualifica-
tion such as the male and them, of course,
they are entitled to a vote. As for plural
voting, I see no reason why we should alter
that section. T support the second reading
of the Bill.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [10.35]:
I intend to support the Bill but I do not
think it goes far enough, I would like to
seg compulsery enrolment.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: That is awk-
ward, you know.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: But it would be
preferable. It has been stated by the leaders
of the Government parties that they would
bring in a Bill such as this but I heard
one member say that he had been asked
only one question on the platform about the
franchise for the Upper House. I was asked,
not only once, but on several oceasions dur-
ing my election campaign, whether I would
favour the abolilion of this House, I stated
that T would favour its abolition and I am
prepared to stick to my statement. I made
a pledge—

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: You are on
very safe ground in this House,

Hon. ¢. BENNETTS: I do not agree
with what some members have said but I
made my pledge and I intend to stick to it
and vote for the complete abolition of the
House if a Bill ever comes forwsrd. I
have worked before and I am prepared to
go back and work again which many mem-
bers of this House are probably not pre-
pared to do. There is provision in the Bill
that the wife of an elector shall be entitled
to receive a vote. I consider that the women-
folk are the ones who take the whole re.
sponsibility of the home. A man tperel.y
goes to work and does not have anything fo
do with the family unless he helps the wife
in the home. If a man does not help his
wife he hns no idea just what work she
does and does not realise thai she has to

[COUNCIL.)

nurse the children through sickness ang
look after them through life. Yet she i
debarred from voting and it looks as thougt
she will be prevented in future if somq
members of this Chamber have their way
Every wife should be able to record he
vote if she so desires,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: I would giw
a vote to some of the women instead of
their husbands,

Hon. G- BENNETTS: Many of the re
turned soldiers who came back are unsble
to get homes and they are compelled to live
in flats. There is no-one more deserving of &
vote for this Chamber than these men, Af
the last R.S.L. conference it was requested
that thess men should be entitled to vols
for the Legislative Couneil if they had
served a certain time out of the country.

Hon, E. M. Heenan: They carried a reso-
lution to that effeet.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: If anyone is de
serving a vote it is the boy who fought
for this eountry, while many of us stayed
home ard hid behind his cloak.

Members: You speak for yourself!

Hon, G. BENNETTS: I was not able to
go myself but I had three of my sons in
the Army and surely those men are entitled
to have a vole the same as anyone else in
this country. They fought to save this land
and many of them came bark erippled and
are suffering bardships. Some of them can-
not get homes and they are not entitled to
a vote. It is an absolute disgrace,

The Honorary Minister for Agrieulture:
They can vote twice in the Federal sphere
as well as for the Assembly.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: We should extend
to them the privilege of baving a vote for
this House. I do not say they will vote for
Labour. The majority of them may favour
the Liberal or the Country Party but I am
not worrying about that. Even if a majority
votes for parties in opposition to my own
I still think they should be given a vote.
Plural voting will not affect us greatly;
the other two amendments are the most
important ones. I hope members will vote
for the second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM (South)
[10.40]: For the second time since making
a promise fo the public in his poliey speech,
the Premier has been prevailed upon by
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pressure from certain quarters fo introduee
a measure for the reform of the Legislative
Council. T contend that the Premier kept
faith with the public and his promise and
that he had no need to bring forward the
Bill agnin, either now or at any future date.
This eontinual harassing by mefi rather
long on vindictiveness and rather short in
good taste, has had only one good result
and that is an airing of the real functions
of the Council and its powers for good.
We ean at least thank them for that.

Through the long-sightedness of the men
who framed the constitution of the Western
Australian Parliament it was decided that
a bi-cameral system should be adopted, It
was to consist of a Legislative Assembly
and a Legislative Council, one on a restriet-
ed franchise and the other on a universal
franchise. 1t was always contended that
the Council should essentially he a House
of review and that it should act as a check,
and only a check, on the passing of hasty,
ill-conceived or sectional legislation. In ef-
feet, it was to be a completely non-party
House. Up to the advent of the Labour
Party, the non-party aspect of this Cham-
ber was most apparent, With the advent
of Laboupr and its harsh disciplinary ecode,
compelling its adherents to vote according
to Caucus, and latterly with the aequisition
ol several monotonously loud voiced people
in another place, this Chamber has been
hard pressed to maintain jts decorum and
its non-party standard.

Unlike members in another place, we do
not generally find it hard or much of a diffi-
culty in being “temperate in our wtterances.”
For a number of years Labour has been
a constant and consistently desiructive critic
of the Legislative Council, accusing it of
undemocratic and reactionary activity and
of having prevented it from earrying out
Labour policy. The Labour Party has on
many oceasions attempted to bring down
legislative reform and/or complete abolition
of the Legislative Couneil. That was denied
once earlier in this House but later was ad-
mitted by at least one member,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Why do you not give
us your views instead of reading ‘what some-
body else has prepared for you?

Hon, J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: These
are my own views and are notes written in
my own handwriting. It muvst be remem-
bered that it is the eonstituted poliey of the
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Labour Party to abolish the Legislative
Council. Any willingness on our part to
accede to any request of this wmilitant sec-
tion to grant them any attempt at all to
widen the franchise will do nothing more
than add fuel to their desires. It will be one
step further towards their ultimafe aim to
bring about at least if not the complete
abolition of this Chamber, then the negation
of its true functions, and make it nothing
more than a mirror of that section of those
people.

A study of the actions of this Chamber
over many years will produce no evidence
whatever to show that it has ever taken
action which has prevented any Government
of any colour from carrying out its declared
pelicy. There is absolutely no evidence
whatever that this Chamber has in any way
at any time prevented any Government from
carrying out its policy. That point was eon-
clusively answered in the ‘‘Kalgoorlie Min-
er,” which published facts and fizures over
the years of Bills completely rejected by
this House. The only question needing con-
sideration is whether the changing ways of
life and conditions have made necessary
slight reforms as, for instance, in extending
consideration to flat-dwellers. I agree that
those people have as much right as anyone
c¢lse, provided they comply with the normal
qunlifications, to exercise a vote in connec-
tion with this Chamber,

Supporters of the abolifion of the Legis-
lative Couneil elaim that the franchise for
this Chamber is a denial of democracy. That
is merely an expression of opinion—nothing
more than that. A clear annual value of pro-
perty of £17 sterling a year equals about 8s.
per week in Australian curreney. Surely that
is low enough to allow almost anyone in this
State to eomply with the qualifications neces-
sary to enable him to exercise the franchise.
If a person ecannot comply with that small
qualification, then I suggest there 1s some-
thing wrong with him. We have heard some
talk about miners' shacks on the Goldfields.
All that is necessary for a man to qualify
for a vote for this Chamber is that he shall
pay rent amounting to 8s. a week. Is that
not little enough? It is said that some of
the miners’ shacks on the Goldfields are not
such as will enable the oceupants to have a
vote. I would like to know how many of
them conld not qualify if they so desired.

Hon. G. Bennetts: They cannot get per-
mits to build houses.
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Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: In that
case, if the gualification they possess is not
enongh, what is there to prevent them from
getiing a home{

Hon. G. Bennetts; They cannot do so.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Why
not? In the early days they were able to
provide homes for themselves.

Ifon. G. Benretts: But they cannot get
permits nowadays.

Hon, J. M, A. CUNNINGHAM: They got
all the permits they wanted in the early
days and they were able to provide them-
selves with homes,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Would you agrese
that returped soldiers should have a vote
for this Chamber?

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM:; Yes, in
some cireumstaneces.

Hopn. E, M. Heenan: In what cireﬁm-
staneces?

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: If he
cannot comply with the qualification regard-
ing 8s. a week—

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Then no vofe?

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM : No vote.
Hon. E. M. Heenan: Now we know.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I will
mention some of the ridieulous arguments
that bave been advanced regarding the quali-
fication necessary for the exercise of the
franchise for the Legislative Couneil. One
statement was made that any scoundrel, no
matter how dark his reputation might be,
was entilled to a vote for this House if he
possessed property that qualified him to
qualify. I suggest that any legislation that
would widen the franchise would not pre-
vent any such scoundrel from having the
vote, but it might give it to many more
scoundrels. I shall quote a statement that
has been made about this matter—

Irrespective of the amount of intelligence a
person may possess, no mabter how great his
cdueational attainments may be or the extent
of his lmowledge of political affairs—be he
ever so respectable and law-abiding, honest
and industrious as a worker—though he may
hold or have held responsible positions—
though he may have served his country with
honour in the Armed Forces and even won
distinctions—none of these qualifications s
taken into account in delermining whether
he shall be entitled to enrolment for the
Couneil.

{COUNCIL.]

What utter pifife! I snggest the inference
to be drawn from that is that all American
Servicemen, whether black or white, who
served in this country during the war,
should be entitled to a vote for the Legis-
lative Counecil.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Whose remarks were
those that you guoted?

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: 1 will
tell the hon. member privately: I am not
an old member, but I have been taught to be
cautious. There are those who econtend that
persons who have a stake in the country
should be entitled to additional rights. That
is the only claim left to us that is different
from considerations that apply to the Legis-
lative Assemhly. Any widening of the fran-
chise will merely serve to bring us nearer to
the objective of those who seck the abolition
of this Chamber. Alternatively, it will merely
bring us nearer to the basis on which the
Legislative Assembly is elected. Should that
time ever arrive this Chamber will be merely
the mirror of the Legislative Assembly, and
our unsefulness will have ended. That is
the aim of some people, but it is not our
aim. Such a course ig against our policy
and we intend to fight against it all the way.
The bald fact is that the Council franchise
today is far wider than many persons think.

Hon. G. Bennetts: Would you debar a
woman who is rearing a family from the
right to vote?

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: T sug-
gest that the woman who is rearing a family
will in almost every instance bhe qualified
for that vote. It will be found, if the hon.
member likes to investigate the position, that
nearly all those women have their own
homes and can exercise the vote.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: You know different
from that.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: That is
not so. . ‘

Hon. G. Bennetts: At any rate, it is not
correct.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I think
it is.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Are you & member
of the Liberal Party?

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: I am
proud to say that I am.

Hon. G. Fraser: But you are nol very
proud of its legislation.
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Hon. E. M. Heenan: Do you not believe
in honouring the promises of your leader?

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT : Order!

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: Any
promise I made I will adhere to, and I made
no promise with regard to the reform of the
Legislative Couneil. 1 was not asked any
questions about that.

Hon. 8ir Charles Latham: And the Pre-
mier did mot speak for you at the time,

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM : No.

Hon. G. ¥Fraser: But you endorsed the
Premier’s pohicy.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM : Yes, and
I am proud to say that I did not have lo
sign any undertaking to that effeet. T was
not asked to sign— :

Hon. H. Hearn: On the doited line.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM ; No, cer-
tainly not. It will be remembered that in
1944 a Select Committee proved that pro-
vision for compulsory enrolment would re-
sult in 160000 electors being given the fran-
chise instead of 80,000. It is true that that
would have provided more voters, numeri-
cally speaking, but not necessarily more
discerning voters. Compulsion does not in-
crease a man's ability nor his responsibility
in exercising the franchise.

Hon, E. M. Davies: There is nothing about
that in the Bill.

Hon. J. M. A. CUNNINGHAM: That
point was mentioned. If at present there
are 80,000 people entitled to vote and many
of them do not attempt to exercise the fran-
chise, T see no particular reason why we
should inerease the number of people quali-
fled to vote. If we were fo inerease the
number to 300,000, a large proportion would
still not worry to vote.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: The Bil does not
attempt to pive them a vote. *

Hon. J. M. A, CUNNINGHAM: There
is no need to do so; they do not want to
vate. It isna profound truth that any Gov-
ernment whose legislation is rejected by the
Legislative Couneil, may make it an issue
and go to the people to seeure their verdict.
That is & simple solution for any Govern-
ment, but it has not yet been adopted. I
do not argue that the present franehise for
the Conneil conld not be improved. I agree
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that its simplification and clarifieation ar
desirable. There is, for instance, the necessit)
for the provision of machinery to overcom:
deadlocks between the two Houses. It i
not my province to do something about that
but it should be attended to.

I agree that flat dwellers are entitled t«
the franchise, but I am not in favour of
the abolition of plural voting. If a man has
investments in more than one section of the
State, I contend he has a very real interes
in the eountry and is so much greater he
cause of that very fact. He is entitled ¢
the right to votes in support of those inter-
ests. I also suggest it is not very consisteni
to take away the right to ezercise additional
votes in view of his extra interests, and ai
the same time give to three separate people
the privilege of exercising the franchise ir
respect of one property of a clear annua
value of £17,

L

In my opinion, it is not right that a man
who has properties in several provinees and
is helping to develop the State in distant
parts, should be restricted to one vote. Then
again I object to the methods adopted in
the endeavour to bring about the so-ealled
veform of this Chamber. I emphatically
protest against the econtinued unchecked pen-
chant of members of another place who in-
dnlge in too much debunking of the Legis-
lative Gouncil and not enough in debating
worth-while legislation. I support the see-
ond reading of the Bill, but with reserva-
tions.

HON. ¢ H. BSIMPSON ((entral)
[10.56]: I support the second reading of
the Bill because I am convinced that the
right of flat dwellers to exercise the franchise
should be recognised. I also think that the
anachronism regarding sterling shounld be
rectified. There are other parts of the Bill
that I shall wateh closely during the Commit.
tee stage, but at the moment I am’not alto-
gether in favour of some of them. Most of
what T intended to say has already been
mentioned by other members, but there are
oae or two points respecting which I think
apinions shounld be voiced.

Something was made of the resolution
carried at an R.S.L. conference to the ef-
fect that returned soldiers should automati-
ealty be entitled to enrolment for the Upper
House. There are a number of returned
soldier members of this Chamber, and I am
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oonvinoed we all recognise the right of re-
tarned men., We woald do anything to re-
establish them in eivil life and if there is
anything we ean do 1o assist in that direc-
tion we would be only too pleased to do
what is necessary. 'We have every sym-
pathy with returned soldiers, and if any
measure were placed before members for
the belterment of that section of the com~
munity, it would be received more than
sympathetically.

Hon. (. Fraser: We tried to give the
returned soldiers a vote, but this Honse pre-
vented it.

Hon. C. H, SIMPSON: As to the R.S.L.

conference carrying a motion on this mat-

ter—

Hon. E. M. Heenan: The eonference car-
ried a resolution asking for it.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: I know there
was a great body of opinion that the re-
solution shounld never have been tabled.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: Tt
unanimously.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: It was brought
forward by Mr. Hartrey, a member of the
Kalgoorlie branch of the R.S.L. and some
years ago & prominent member -of the
National Party.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: The motion was
hronght forward by the Kalgoorlie branch
-and Mr. Hartrey was the mouthpiece.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: We know how
it originated.

Hon, C. H. SIMPSON: And in any case
we know that the motion came from a
branch loeated in a place where the people
generally lean towards one political point
of view. The point I am making is that
the R.8.L. ig supposed to he a non-political
organisation, and the question arises as to
whether such a motion should have been
tabled at the conference.

Hon. @, Fraser: It is not a political ques-
tion,

Hon. J. M. A. Cunningham: At any rate,
that point weax strongly debated at the eon-
ference.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON: We have every
right to protect the interests of returned
men and to heip them to secure properties,

was earried
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so that they may be entitled to the franchise.
As 2 matter of faet, there should not be
many of them lacking that qualifeation.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: That is nonsense.

Hon, C. H. SIMPSON: I shall here make
reference to something said in another
place, as yeported in “The West Ausira-
lian” of the 6th November, as follows:—

Legislation passed by the Legisiotive As-
sembly was being decimated, emasculated and
massacred by the Lepislative Council, aaid
Mr. Graham (Lab., East Perth) dering the

general debate on the Estimates in the Yeg-
islative Asembly.

For its supinenessy, the MecLarty-Watte
Government deserved to be knmown as the
Hearn-Watson Government, said Mr. Graham.
‘To whatevtr tuhe Messrs. Hearn and Watson
called in the Council their colleagues there
were prepared to hum, On numerows octasiony
the only support for Ministers in the Council
wns supplied by Labour members,
Unfortunately, perhaps, for Mr. Graham,
in the same issue of “The West Austratian,”
there appear, among other headings, a few
as follows:—

£1,000,000 Scheme for Bunbury Harbout.

Control of Fish Prices,

Airborne Beef to Wyndham,

Esperance Light Lands 'Development.

Reduced Water Charges.

Aid to Marginal Gold Mines.

Admittedly, the last-mentioned itam is a
Federal matter, but it has been strongly
supported by the State Government. 1a
addition, there was this year, according to
the Statistical Report, a trade peak above
any previously known. So much for the
achievements of the MeLarty-Watts Gov-
ernment and for the accusations levelled
against it by Mr. Graham in another place!
Members of ¢his Chamber, who know the
facts, will agree that mever in its history
have they been so frequenily ealled npon
to cxereise their right to vote actording to
their conscience as they have during this
session. They have not danced to anybody’s
tune. Anyone who knows the faets will, T
think, respect this Chamber for the inde-
pendence of thought of its members.

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, dechate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 112 pm. to 2.15
°  pam. (Thursday).
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BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I beg to re-
port that the eonferemce managers met in
conference on the Bill and reached the fol-
lowing agreement :—

The conference met, discnssed the amend-
ments and agreed to same. I move—
That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
aecordingly returned to the Assembly.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I beg to report that the
conference managers met in conference on
the Bill and reached the following agree-
ment:—

Amendment No. 1, agreed to.
Amendment No. 2, agreed to.

Amendment No. 5, withdrawn,

Amendment No, 6, conference agreed to
delete only the words “and mixed law and
faet” in line 29, page 21.

Consequentially, to delete the words “or
mixed law and faet” in lines 37 and 38, page
21.

Amendment No, 13, conference agreed to
delete the proposed paragraph (d) and to
insert the following paragraph (d) in
lien:—

(d) (i) In any one year the Board
may levy contributions to the
Fond of gn amount equal to—

the amount of compensation
estimated as hereinafter pro-
“vided as payable in that year
pursuant to the provisions of
paragraph (b) of Sub-section
(i) of Sectlon 35 of this Act
plus:—
a2 sum of
pounds—
but shall not levy coniributions
in excess of that amount unless
authorised by resolutions of both
Houses of Parliament,

eigcht thousand

2007

(1) For the period of the Brst year in

which the Workers' Compensa-

tion Act Amendment Act, 1948,

comes into and is in operation

the amount of eompensation re-

ferred to in the last preceding

paragraph shall be estimated by

the Board and for each year

_thereafter the estimate of the

amount of that compensation

shall be based upon the amount

of the compensation payable

during the next preceding year.

Amendment No, 18, conference agreed to

delele the proposed words to be inserted

after the word “practitioners” and to insert

in lieu the following words :—"to he selected

from time to time from a panel of names of

medieal practitioners supplied to the Board

by the Medical Board constituted punrsuant

to the provisions of the Medical Act, 1894-
1946.

Amendment No. 19, agreed to.

Amendment No. 20, instead of deleting
gub-paragraph (iii) of para (g) the sub-
paragraph has been amended as follows:—

Insert before the word “providing”
the words ‘‘formulating recommenda-
tions and preparing estimates for sub-
mission to Parliament of the cost of”

and also insert an additional sub-paragraph
(iv) as follows:—

(1v) providing facilities for rehabjlita-
tion and re-employment of work-
ers who have sustained perman-
ent or temporary disablement
from personal injury hy acci-
dent within the meaning of the
Act in aceordance with the
recommendsations and estimates
referred .to in the last preceding
sub-paragraph when those ree-
ommendations and estimates have
been approved hy resolution of
both Houses of Parliament.

Amendment No. 21, agreed to.

Amendment No. 22, agreed to.
I move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 2.21 to 246 p.m,
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BILL—GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS AOT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Further Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the con-
ference managers’ report.

BILL—-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers’ report.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. S.
W. Parker — Metropolitan-Suburban): I
Tmove—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
3 p.m. this afterncon.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.48 p.m.

[COUNCIL.)

Tegislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 1st December, 1948,
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Government Rallways Act Amendment,
Council’s message .. 210
Assembly’s request for conference ... 2910
Councll’s turther message 2028
Cenrerence managers’ report, Ceunell s
message 2957
Wheat Pool Act Amentlment {He 2), 2r 2010
Wheat Industry Stabilisation, 2r. . 2911
Acts Amendment (Increase of Fees), 2r. 2914
Road Closure, 2r., remaining stages 2016
Reserves, 2r,, remalning stages ...: ... 2915
# Bank Holidays Ast Amendment, 21‘.
remaining stages, passed 2017
Public Serviee Aet Amendment, 2r
remaining stages 2918
City of Perth Eleetrlelty "and Gas Pur-
chase, 2r. 2918
Guardianship of Infants Act Amend.
ment, 2r,, remaining stages, Passed... 2924
Workers’ compansation Act Amend-
ment, Counciis® message . 2024
Assembly’s request for con!erence 2928
Council’s further message 2940
Conlerence managers’ report, Councll’s 2958
Lend Aet Amendment (Ho 1), Counell's
amendment ... 2928
Industrial Arbliration Act Amendment,
returned 2928
South Fremantle Oil Installatien Pipe
Line, 2r., Com. report.... 2028
Traffie Act Amendment, 2r remnl.nins
stages 2929
Cattle Industry Compensation, ar. 2932
Milk Act Amendment, Message, 2r. 2940

———

-The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 p.m,,
and read prayers.



